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that Julie and l would retire at the end of 2017. My last day in office
will be June 30, 2017, and r will officially retire Dec. 31, 2017, after a sixmonth sabbatical. By then l will have served as President of WKU for
20 years, and in this era of relatively short-term presidencies, I believe
20 years is enough.
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While the pace of change in higher education may be commanding
more youthful leadership, l pledge to quicken my pace over the next
15 months. We have much left to achieve. Specifically, l will devote
my full attention to the Kentucky General Assembly this spring in
defense of higher education in general and WKU specifically. r intend

President Elect: Bryan Baysinger ('93)

to spend w hatever political capital I may have built up over the years in pursuit of what higher education needs in both
dollars and knowledge of our values. There arc a lso difficult decisions to make regarding the financial realities we face,
and there arc achievements worth pursuing but which are more likely to be achieved if I am not constrained by job
security or perceptions of personal benefit.
WKU also needs to initiate a newcapitalcampaign. ft needs a President who can start and finish it. vVKU's next campaign
needs a President who can assure benefactors that he or she will be there to ensure a return on their investment. l have
led WKU through two historically successful capital campaigns totaling more than $300 million, and the next one needs
to be larger than the first two.
Finally, WKU requires strong leadership to guide the University through its next five-year plan of action, including an
evolving performance-based fw1ding model that will dictate our state fw1ding and, therefore, our strategic priorities
going forward.

I

Rest assured that l will be redoubling my efforts for the next 15 months, and I will give my all to ensure that our Board
of Regents is well-positioned to select the best possible new leader for WKU in 2017. Serving my alma mater has been
a dream come true. This University has been my passion and has had my full focus and maximum energy for 19 years,
and that will continue to be the case for the next 15 months. J look forward to the many opportunities to thank you for
your personal commitment and dedication to WKU.
Go Tops!

~~
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From College to University: WKU Pylon
This year, WKU will celebrate its 50th uni versity birthday, as Western Kentucky
State College was granted university status and became Western Kentucky
University on June 19, 1966. ln celebration, "University"' replaced "State College"
on the en trance pylon at the top of the Hill. To read more about it, check out Lynn
Niedermeicr's Moment in History on page 48. [nterested in learning more about what
life was like on campus 50 years ago? Check out special features from our online-only
Winter 2016 edition of WKU SPIRIT at http://epagepub.com/publication/?i=288732.
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Kuster to lead Student Affairs at WKU for next 2 years

WKU honored for programs helping veterans, students in the military
VVKU has received na tional honors for
its programs that help students who a re
vete rans or in the military.
For the sixth straig ht yea r, WKU has
earned national recog nition in Military
Times' Best for Vets rankings. WKU was
designated a Military Friendl y School for
the seventh consecutive year. WKU a lso has
been recognized by Best Colleges a mong
the top 10 schools in the 2016 Best Colleges

for Ve terans and the 2016 Best Online
Colleges for Veterans and by U.S. News and
World Report as one of the Best Colleges for
Veterans of Regional Universities in the
South.
WKU serves more than 2,000 active
duty m ilitary, veterans a nd the ir fam ily
members - the largest popu lati on o f
milita ry students at four-year public
uni versities in Kentucky.

Snyder named Dean of Potter College ofArts & Letters
WKU Provost David Lee h as nam ed
Dr. La rry Snyde r as Dean of Po tter College
of A rts & Letters. Dr. Snyder previous ly
served as Interim Dean of the College,
and his ap pointm ent concluded a fi vemonth natio na l search that a ttracted m ore
than 50 ap plicants.
" Dr. Sny de r has built an o uts tand ing
reputation w ith faculty, staff and
stude nts in the College," Provost Lee
said. " He has conside rable expe rience
and a clear unders tand ing o f WKU's
mission of teach ing, scholarsh ip and
serv ice. He has done outstand ing work
as the Associate Dean and Interim Dean,
an d I look forwa rd to wor king with him
in his new role."
Dr. Snyde r earned a Ph .D. in
Religious Studies from the University of
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orth Carolina a t Cha pel Hill. He joined
WKU in the Department of Philosophy
a nd Religion in 1990. An ou tstanding
teacher~ h e is a past recipient of th e
University Award in Teach ing, and h as
made the classroom a priority thro ughout
his career. Dr. Snyder joined the Potter
College Dean's Office staff in 2003 an d
became Interim Dean in August 2015.
"I am genuinely humbled and
honored by this appointment," D r. Snyde r
said. "Potter College has been home for
m ost of m y academic career. Tt was and remains - a g reat place to work and
study, one fil led w ith talented students
a nd a g ifted faculty. I am excited by the
opportuni ty to p rovide some measure of
service and leadership to the college that
has nurtured my professional life."

Dr. Larry Snyder

Brian Kuster, Executive Director of the Studen t Life Foundation
at WKU, has been appointed WKU's Vice President for Student
Affairs for the next two years.
Kuster began his new role Jan. 1, following the reti rement of
Howard Bailey. Kuster will defer his anticipated retirement and
serve as Vice President until Dec. 31, 2017.
"Thave been impressed w ith what Brian has achieved in the
transformation of our residence life program," WKU President
Gary A. RansdelJ said. "He has led the first phase of the physical
transformation of ou r residence halls, the professionaLization of
our residence life staff, and he has brought reJevru1cy ru1d depth
to our student life programming. Brian has outstanding financiaJ
and management skills. J have found him to be thoughtful,
approachable and even-tempered."

In announcing the appointment,
Dr. Ransdell also took time to honor
Bailey for his 45 years of service to
WKU.
"His is a remarkable professional
story of commitment, dedication
and loyalty d urin g some of the most
tumulh1ous periods of student life
in American higher education," Dr.
Brian Kuster
Ransdell said. "No one on our campus
knows better than Howard Bailey the needs of our students and
the challenges they face, and how those needs and challenges have
evolved over the years-€specially in recent years."

Confucius Institute at WKU honored at Global Conference
The Confuci us Tnstih1te at WKU was honored w ith its
second prestigious "Confucius lnstitute of the Year Award" i11
December at the 10th Global Confucius Institute Conference
in Shanghai, China.
More than 2,300 delegates representing 134 countries,
including directors of Confucius Insti tutes around the world,
principals, professors and leaders at all levels, attended the
conference.
The Confucius Institute at \iVKU (Cl at WKU) also won
the p restigious award in 2013 ru1d became one of 10 Model
Cl's in 2014. On ly 10 of 496 Confucius Institutes in the world
received the distinction of Model CI, whid1 demonstrates the
unremitti ng efforts ru1d outstru1ding contributions of all the
staff w ithin the CI at WKU.
The Cl at WKU was established in April 2010, thus 2015
is its five-year rumi versary. Since its inception, the lnstih1te
has been committed to promoting the Chinese language and
culture in the state of Kentucky. More than 13,580 students
throughout Kentucky are studying Ch inese in more than 20
school districts an d in more than 40 schools. The Institute has
established 15 Confucius Classrooms, and more than 187,348
people have participated in related cu ltural activ ities over the
five years. In addition, more than 3,000 students have taken
Chinese language exams (YCT / HSK/ HSKK), becoming one
of the largest comprehensive Confucius Institutes in North
America.

Liu Yand ong, Vice Premier of t he State Council of China and Chairman
of the Confucius Institute Headquarters Council, and Dr. Wei-Ping {'an,
Director of t he Cl atWKU
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Catton Academy, w ill work
alongside cance r scien tists on a
rewarding, multi-week cancer
research project. Additionally,
Daniels a nd D icken w ill receive
a Google Chrome Noteboo k to
enhance their studies, a $1,500
s tipend for their expenses and
the opportuni ty to con tinue the
mentoring p rogram throughou t
h igh sch ool.
Stan d Up To Cancer and PBS
Learning Media received around
1,200 ap plications from 10th and
11th g rade stu dents throughout
the U.S. who are interested in
pursu ing a career in science
resea rch. fn total, 100 s tuden ts
from 40 s ta tes have been
named this year's w inners. The
Ga tton Academy students a re
Kentucky's only award w inners.

Makenzie Daniels
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For the third con secutive year,
WKU climbed in th e institute for
internationa l Education's (HE) U.S.
study abroad rankings, released in the
November 2015 Open Doors Report.
WKU is ranked 19th in the nation
among master's insti tutions for the
total number of s tud y abroad s tudents
and is the only public institutio n in
Kentucky to appear in th e study abroad
rankings. WKU ranked 23rd in 2014,
32nd in 2013 and 39th in 2012.
"WKU's national ranking in
study abroad is a testament to its
commitment to prioritizing ed u cation
abroad through d eve loping strategic

partnerships and investing in facu lty
and stude n t sch olarship s," sa id Dr.
Craig T. Cobane, Chief Internationa l
Officer for Global Learning.
The most recent JlE study abroad

rankings are based on statistics for the
2013-2014 academic year, w hen a record
total of 558 WKU students (not including
in ternational and non-degree students)
participated in study abroad programs.

U.S. News ranks WKU online programs among best in nation
Haley Dicken

WKU student awarded U.S. Foreign Service Internship

Alexandria Knipp

I SPRING 2016

WKU continues to
climb in Open Doors
study abroad rankings

2 Gatton Academy students named
Emperor Science Award winners
Two Gatton Academy of
Mathematics and Science in
Ken tucky students have been
named winners of the inaugural
Emperor Science Award.
The Emperor Science Award
program is an initiative designed
to encourage high school
students to explore careers
in science, specifically cancer
research and care, through a
men toring opportuni ty. The
program is made possible by
founding
d onors
Genetech,
Bristol-M yers
Squibb
and
Novartis and thro ugh partners
Stand Up To Cancer and PBS
Learning Media.
Makenzie Daniels from
Smiths Grove, Ky., and Ha ley
Dicken from Jamestown, Ky.,
both first-year s tudents at The

EWS

Alexandria Knipp, a WKU student from Olive Hill,
Ky., has been awarded a prestigious U.S. Foreign Service
Tn ternship from the U.S. Department of State.
Knipp, a sophomore w ith majors in international A ffairs
and Arabic, will spend one summer in Washington, D.C., and
a second su mmer at a U.S. Embassy overseas. In addition
to the paid inte rnships, Knipp w ill receive several extra
instructional mod ules to prepare her for working in the State
Department and eventually as a Foreign Service Officer.
"I am very passionate about pursuing a career with the
State Department as a Foreign Service Office,~ so this program
is exactly what I'm looking for," Knipp said. "I believe it
will introd uce me to a world of possib ilities I wouldn't have
access to oth erwise."

U.S. News
&World Report

WKU3rd
BEST ONLINE

BACHELOR'S PROGRAMS

1n its annu al ran ki ng of the best
online degree programs, U.S. News &
World Report has named WKU among
the top schools nationwide in five areas.
WKU ranked third in the nation
in the Best Online Bachelor Degree
Programs category, second to Penn
State and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University which tied for first place.
The ranking also p laced WKU's
M.A. in Criminology a mong the top
12 online graduate degree programs
in the Best On line Criminal Justice
Programs category.
"Being ranked among the best
o nline programs in the nation is a
testament to the quality of faculty,
students, techno logy and student
support WKU offers," said Dr. Julie

Uran is, Di rector o f Distance Learning
at WKU. "Penn State and EmbryRiddle are leaders in education, so
it's an honor to be ranked a longside
these excellent schools ."
Other WKU programs were
ran ked a mong the top 100 online
graduate programs in the nation,
includ ing Best Online Education
Degree (onli ne M.A .E. programs fo r
teachers), Best Online MBA Degree
and Best Online Nursing Degree for
the M.S.N. program.
Online programs are degrees
th at offer 80 pe rcent or more o f
required coursework online. The
ranking includes online bachelor's
degrees combining data from all
undergraduate level discipli nes.·
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Family and Consumer Sciences receives gift from alumnus
WKU's Department of Family and
Consumer Sciences recently received
the program's largest-ever current
gift from a successful a lumnus and
respected restau ra teur.
Marc Archamba ult, WKU's Vice
President for Development a nd Alumni
Re la tions, a nnounced that Joe Micatrotto
Jr. ('09) and h is fami ly have made a
$150,000 gift to establ ish the Mi catrotto
Fund for Excellence i n Hospitality
Management. Joining Joe Micatrotto
Jr. in this commitment were his wife,
Sunsh ine; parents, Connie and Joseph
Micatrotto Sr.; and brother a nd sister-inlaw, Justin an d Renata Micatrotto.
"We are e xtremely gratified that
one of o ur many s uccessful alumni has
chosen to show his appreciation to the
Uni versity in such a significant and
meaningful way," Archambault said.
Joe Mi catrotto Jr. is one of four
fo unding members of Micatrotto
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Restaurant
Group
(later
MRG
Marketing and Management), a long
with his parents and his brother.
M RG became the first Raising Cane's
C hi cken Fingers franch ise in Nevada,
with fra nchises in the Southwestern
United States. Before he was Pres ident
a nd CEO of MRG Marketing and
Management, Joe Micatrotto Jr. was
Managing Partner of Buca, Inc., which
is the pare nt company of Buca di
Beppo Italian restauran ts.
According to WKU President Cary
A. Ransdell, Joe Micatrotto Jr. attended
WKU on a full athletic scholarshi p in the
mid-1990s and was capta in of the 1997
Hilltopper Football team. However, he
left WKU with only one class remaining
for the completion of his degree. Through
WKU's Project Grad uate, a statewide
effort ded icated to helping people finish
deg rees they started earlier in life, Joe
Micatrotto J r. completed his Bachelor of

Science in Hospitality Management and
Dietetics in 2009.
"WKU is extremely grateful to
Joe Micatrotto Jr. and the Micatrolto
fam ily for this generous commitment,"
Dr. Ransdell said. "Part of the College

is a very s ignificant contribution to the
Department of Family and Consumer
Sciences in the College of Health and Human
Services," Dean Chumbler said. "Through
the establishment of the Micatrotto Fund
for Excellence in Hospitality Management,
we have the opportunity to provide
incredible pedagogical and service learning

of Health and Human Services, the
Department of Family a nd Consumer
Scie nces is home to 20 full-time faculty
a nd approximately 550 students each
semester. With more than 200 s tudents,
Hospitality Management and Dietetics is
the largest program in the Departme nt. In
recognition of this gift and the impact it
w ill have on students, the University has
named the dini ng room in the Academic
Complex in their honor as the Micatrotto
Family Dining Room."

opportunities to our students for many
years to come. We are grateful for the
support from the Micah·otto family and
a1~ thankfu l for the opportunity to provide
our Hospitality Management students the
opportunities created by this generous gitt."
Joe Micatrotto Jr., speaking on behalf
of his family, said they are pleased to
partner with the University in this way.
"WKU created the base for my personal

Accord ing to Dr. Neale Chumbler,
Dean of the College of Health and
Human Services, the Fund for Excellence
in Hospitality Management will have a
meaningful impact on the program. "This

and professional development as I entered
the 'real world,"' he said. "Whether it
was the lessons learned in the classroom
or on the playing field, l was able to take
on the challenges put in front of me and

handle them because I am a Hilltopper.
I always knew that when the time came,
and the ability to give back was present,
it was my duty to help the University that
helped me. Even though I am the o nly
WKU graduate in my fam ily, my parents,
my brother, my wife and my children are
a ll Hilltoppers. As a fami ly we want to see
the development of our school and our
students for decades to come."
The recently remodeled M icatrotto
Fami ly Dining Room is util ized as
a commercial foods and catering
laboratory for Hospita lity Management
and Dietetics majors. It is used each fa ll
as part of the high ly popular Faculty and
Staff Luncheons, with food prepared and
served by the Cate ring and Beverage
Management class. Students write the
menus, select the recipes and direct the
entire event operations for the Th ursday
luncheons that arc served, restauran ts ty le, for faculty, staff and guests.
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CHHS Institute for Rural Health Receives External Funding
for Three Projects
The lnstitute for Rural H ealth (!RH) in the Col lege of
Health and Human Services recently received external funding
to support programming and outreach for three different
initiatives.
The IRH received a $20,000 g rant from the Delta Dental
of Kentucky Foundation. The funds wil l be used for the
lRH's Mobile Dental Outreach in Rural Ken tucky project and
will allow the !RH to purchase hea lth promotion materials
and dental supplies for the preventive programs offered by
the IRH's Mobile Dental Unit. The lRH's preventive dental
programs consist of Kindergarten screenings for school entry, a
dental sealant program for second and seventh grade children,
and a fl uoride varnish program for head start children within
medically underserved areas in south central Kentucky.
According to Director Matt Hunt, the IRH estimates it w ill
provide more than 2,700 dental procedures in the community
in 2016. "We are excited for the opportunity to continue offering
our dental services in underserved and health professional
shortage areas in south centra l Kentucky," Hunt said.
Jn addition, Dr. Susan Jones, Professor Emerita, was
recently notified of con tinued fund ing from the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and H ealth (NIOSH) for the

LEGACY

otSPIRIT
SOCIETY OF 1906

N urses Using Research, Service and Education in Academ ia
and Practice ( URSE-AP) project. This five-year (2011-2016)
project is a collaborative effort with Dr. Deborah Reed at the
University of Kentucky. Dr. Jones received $17,540 for the fifth
year of this project, w hich focuses on preparing health care
p roviders to deli ver evidence-based care and health promotio n
services to a high-risk population.
Finally, through the generosity of a $50,000 gift from
MyGenetx, the !RH and the Center for Financial Success of the
Gordon Ford College of Business will initiate a service for th e
veterans of our community. Jn collaboration, the two programs
w ill provide basic physical and fiscal care to local veterans.
WKU students will be engaging with area veterans, providing
a service to our community and learning the importance of
serving those that have already given so much.

Retired Col.
Greg Lowe' ('68)

BEST FRIENDS

iamWKU Profile

"I made this gift to honor one of my best friends here at Western, Charlie Thomas,

iamWKU is the University's faculty and staff giving program. Through
iamWKU, employees help further the mission that they work each day to fulfill.
Though their professional positions offer the opportunity to make a lasting impact
on the WKU Famjly through their work, gifts to Uruversity allow faculty and staff
members to stretch theix impact even further to axeas they would otherwise be
unable to reach.
Name: Stepharue Hammons
Position: Office Coordinator, Honors College and Manager, Visiting Scholar
Resid ences, Office of International Programs

who was killed in action on the 8th day of April 1971. For a long time, I struggled
with what I could do to keep his memory alive. Immediately I did the things that
you do. I got a rubbing of his name off the wall in D.C. and gave it to his parents.
I collected all of his awards and decorations and had those framed and presented
those to his parents. That just didn't seem to be enough. It finally dawned on me

LEFT TO RIGHT: Larry Loftis ('68), former Army

that if I created a scholarship it would serve two purposes. It would keep his name

Captain and retired Secret Service Agent;
Charlie Thomas ('69), former Army Capta in;
and retired Col. Greg Lowe ('68)

alive and would benefit some deserving students here at Western. As long as I'm
alive, that scholarship will continue to exist, and even when I'm gone, I've made

How long have you worked at WKU? 6 years
Why do you financially support WKU? "Having g rown
lip in Bowling Green, I've watched WKU go from being a
college 'backup plan' to being a competitive uni versity that
students make their first choice to attend. I want to do my
part to help WKU continue to grow."
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provisions in my estate so that a portion of that will go to fund that scholarship."
- Retired Col. Greg Lowe ('68)

W HAT S YOUR LEGACY?
1

Visit the WKU Gift Planning website
at www.wku.edu/plannedgiving
._
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To learn more about planned gifts or other ways to support your
j,1vorite WKU program, contact the Gift Planning Office at 888-958-2586 (WKU-ALUM).
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The project was the culmination of her
intensive language learning through the
Chinese Flagship Program, the trips to
Mandarin-speaking countries and a trip
to C uba, where she visited Hemingway's
estate as well as Cojimar, the fishing village
of his classic novel.
"My dedication to h elping others

Ta u Delta English Honors Socie ty
International Language Confere nce in
Al buquerque, New Mexico.
"To t hi nk that I've h ad all these

C ritical Language Scholarship, WKU
Presidential Scho larship, Sigma Tau

experiences but also these experiences
on an internatio nal level is m ind
blowi ng," sh e said. " It's purely
through hard work and bei ng very
dedicated to those opportunities
that l've been able to do that. I'm so

Delta S tudy Abroad Scholarship, a
FUSE grant and Ministry of Education
Huayu Mandarin Lang uage Enrichment
Scholarship. She has tuto red and
mentored elementary and high school
s t udents as well as WKU students and

indebted to WKU for the experience
and amazing opportunities I've had
wh ile I've been here."
The
Ogden
Scholar
award
is
presented
to one g raduating
baccalaureate deg ree senio r who has
demonstra ted exceptional academic

has been a member of several campus
organ izatio ns and clubs.
Brumley, the daug hter of John
and Juliah Brumley of Lawrenceburg,
Ky., spent the first part of the Fall 2015
semester doing her student teaching
at Ne lson County H igh School. Even

In additio n to her intern a tiona l
e xperie nces, Brum ley has presented

achievement a nd o utstanding University
and civic e ngagement. Brumley also was

tho ugh she enjoys teachi ng high
sch ool, Brumley is looking forward to

her thesis research at the 2014 Kentucky
Hono rs Rou nd table and the 2015 Sigma

recognized as a Scholar of the Potter
College of Arts & Letters.

postgraduate experiences. "l'd real ly
like to be a professor," she said.

acquire
language
and
appreciate
language is something tha t I have
a lways possessed," Brumley wrote in her
award application essay, "but thro ugh
my experiences at Western Kentucky
University, l was able to hone my skills
as a global ambassador of the English
language and a literary cu lture unique to
the English-speaking world."

Brum ley's
numerous
awards
include a U.S. Department of State

Ogden Scholar uses passion for language
to create global experience
By Tommy Newton ('84)

Jessica Brumley ('15) considers herself

WKU fro m Anderson County in 2011,

Ch ina, where she s pent the final month

a small-town person, but in the past
four years s he has used her passion for
language and the written word to create a
global educational experience at WKU.
"I have always loved English and
litera ture bu t was never sure r could m ake
a career out of it until I rea lized teaching
was the best path for me," said Brumley,

but the n she learned about the Chinese
Flagship Program. "l knew that l wanted
a n international education and l thought
the Chinese Flagship would provide
that," she sai d.

of the fall semester completing her
student teaching.
As her Honors undergraduate thesis,
"The Culturnl Classroom lnshuctional
Handbook," Brumley completed an
English/ Chinese retranslation of Ernest
Henti.ngway's The Old Man and the Sea.
The thesis combined all of her academic
interests-a literary critique of the novel
for her literature major, t he retranslation
project for herChineseFlagshipstudies and
the creation of lesson plans for Chinese/
English teachers for her education major.

w ho was recognized in December as the
Ogden Foundation Scholar at WKU's
178th Commencement.
Brumley was initially interested in
the scie nces when she first a rrived at

12

Has it ever.
Brumley, a Literature and English
for Seconda ry Education major, Honors
College grad uate and a four-year student
in the Chinese Flagship Program,
completed study abroad trips to China,
Taiwan and C uba. She returned to \-\1KU
righ t before graduatio n from Baoding,
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"This is like utopia
for people like us,,
who love to Iearn.

IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY
TO JOIN Tl-IE WKU l=AMILY.
Advanced first through tenth graders find a second home at The Center for Gifted Studies.
Our summer programs allow gifted and talented students to learn and grow while surrounded by their
intellectual peers. Learn more about summers at The Center and download applications at wku.edu/gifted.
Camp Innovate
June6- 10, 2016
Day camp for grades 4 & 5
Summer Camp for Academically Talented
Middle School Students (SCATS)
June 12- 24, 2016
Residential or nonresidential
camp for grades 6- 8

Honors College & International Center
By Tommy Newton ('84)

Summer Program for Verbally and
Mathematically Precocious Youth {VAMPY)
June 26 - July 16, 2016
Residential camp for grades 7- 1O
Camp Explore
July11 - 15, 2016
Day camp for grades 7- 3

270-745-6323

I gifted@wku.edu I wku.edu/ gifted

Center
Gifted
Studies

•*•
...

Wl(Y

A new Honors College/ International Center is WKU's
"Gateway to the World." The$22 m illion, nearly 70,000-squarefoot, three-story facility opened for the fall 2015 semester. The
location on Normal Street near Northeast and Southwest halls
puts WKU's growing Honors and international programs in
one location and gives them greater v isibility.
"This build ing provides visible evidence that we are a
leading American university w ith in ternational reach," said
Dr. Craig T. Cobane, Executive Director of the Honors College
at WKU and Chief International Officer for Globa l Learning.
The building houses the Honors College, Office of Scholar

Development, Chinese Flagship Program, Study Abroad and
Globa l Learning, Office of International Programs, Kentucky
Tnstitute for International Studies, In ternational Enrollment
Management, International Student Office and English as a
Second Language International. The building also includes
classrooms on the second and third floors.
"It's a pretty significant public home for our miss ion
of being a leading American university with international
reach," said Raza Tiwana, Chief International Officer for
Enrollment Management. "It's not just talk. We are doing
what our mission states."
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About 40 percent of the facility is
used for international programs w ith
abou t 25 percent for the Honors College
and 35 percent for classrooms, study areas
and common space. The center provides
a one-stop shop for WKU's international
efforts.
"All international students coming
into WKU wi ll com e through th.is
facility," Dr. Cobane said. "And all WKU
students who want to have international
experiences will pass through this facility ."
WKU's internat iona l student
enrollment has grown from 84 students
in 1997 to about 1,500 in 2014. Additional
significant growth is expected over the
next five years, Tiwana said.
The number of WKU students
participating in study abroad programs
has grown from about 150 .in 2002-2003 to
about 670 in 2013-2014. WKU ranked 19th
among the top 40 master's institutionsand was the only Kentucky public
institution listed-in the Open Doors 2015
report for study abroad participation.

TOP The m iddle British style phone booth was p rovided by Vicki and Don Phillips in
honor of Maddie Phillips ('15) IBOTTOM The John C. and Diane Schroeder Commons

TOP Iconic g lobe in recognition of Zuheir('69) and Susan Sofia's support of International Programs
at WKU I TOP RIGHT Passport Bist ro, WKU's only internationally themed restaurant I MIDDLE RIGHT
World Wall, adjacent to the Mary R. Nixon (77) Overlook on t he second floor I BOTTOM Educat ion
abroad veterans spotlighted outside the Office of Study Abroad and Globa l Learning

Even though study abroad participation
is growing, fewer than 5 percent of students
study abroad annually. That's why providing
international experiences on campusthrnugh promoting interaction with domestic
and international students or participation
in international events Like the Tntcmational
Year Of Program and international Education
Week- is so in1portant, Dr. Cobane said.
"We cannot deny we are living in a
global world," he said. "For our graduates
to be successful in a global context, they
must have international experiences. fhis
building will provide the opportunities for
students to gain those skills."
Many of the bui lding's feature,;
are designed to g ive students an
in ternational experience, including 20
international flags at the main entrance;
three British-style phone booths with

16

17

SPRING 2016

I AROUND CAMPUS

SPR IN G 2016

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

YOUNG ALUMNI

2

COUNCIL

Skype stations; the Passport Bistro,
which features a diverse menu w ith
international flair; outdoor seating/
gathering areas; and a kitchen and
multipurpose room for meals and
events.
For studen ts who don't stu dy
abroad, "we can bring the world to
them," Tiwana sa id. "We give them a
g lobal campus. We give them a g lobal
classroom setting."
The building also provides a home
for the Honors College al WKU, which
was established in 2008 as Kentucky's
first independent Honors College. In the
past 10 years, Honors enrollment has
grown from about 200 students to more
than 1,400. The students' average ACT
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score has risen from 26 to over 30.
The Honors College-as well as
the Gatton Academy of Mathematics
and Science in Kentucky and The
Center for Gifted Studies-has been
part of WKU's effort to improve
the academ ic ca liber of the entire
University over the past decade.
''The goal of the Honors Col lege
has a lways been to do more than attract
just the 1,400-plus scholars, but to
assist WKU in becomi ng a destination
point for academically motivated
students across the Commonwealth
and the nation," Dr. Cobane said.
Thanks to the addition of the
Office of Scholar Development, more
WKU students are competing for

and winning nationally competitive
scholarships and are being accepted at
top g rad uate schools across the United
States and around the globe, he said.
"That's become a part of our culture
now at WKU," Dr. Cobane said.
When students from all academic
p rograms ach ieve success at th e national
and international level, WKU's prestige
and reputation improve, he said.
"Th e success of the Honors College,
our various international programs and
this building creates a sense of prestige
a)1d national reputation from w hich
WKU benefits," Dr. Cobane said.

The WKU Young A lumn i Counci l
(YAC) provides an opportunity for
young alumn i to ma intain ties to WKU,
provide important feedback to the
Alumni Association on programming
and give back to the WKU community.
According to Allie Sharp, Coordinator
of Student Engagement in WKU Alumni
Relations, the focus of the program is to
educate young alumni, as well as the public
at large, about the programs, services and
mission of the WKU Alumni Association.
"The YAC leadership team consists
of 20-25 members, all of whom have
graduated from WKU w ithin the last
10 yea rs," Sharp explained. "The Young
Alumni Council meets foL1 r times per
year. The YAC Board selects five to 10
new members each spring, and each

APRIL 3:00p.m,-7:00p.m.

RED, WHITE & BREW

member serves a term of three years."
This year, YAC plans to host its first
annual Red, Wh ite & Brew at WKU's
Augenstein Alu mni Center. "Red,
White & Brew- featuring local Kentucky
breweries - is scheduled for Apri l 23,
2016," Sharp said. "The WKU Young
Alumni Council is excited to share a day
of brews, tunes and fu n with the Bowling
Green communi ty. This 21-and-over
event will benefit the Young Alumni
Council's scholarsh ip program for
upperclassmen students at WKU."
Potential members of YAC can
be self-nominated or nominated by a
current member. If you are interested
in becoming involved with the You ng
Alumni Council at WKU, contact Allie
Shai·p at allie.sharp@wku.edu.

Ticket Price: $30/pre-sale I $35 at the door
To purchase tickets or for odditionol
information, visit our website ot
http://olumni.wku.edu/rwbrew 76 or

co/1270-745-4395.
Augenstein Alumni Center, WKU Main Campus

CHAPTER CALENDAR
For more information or to view a full list ofWKU Alumni Events, visit www.alumni.wku.edu/events.
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APRIL

Topper Twenty

2

MAY

2

JUNE

presented by the Barren
County Alumni Chapter
& WKU-Glasgow

Spring Day
at the Races

WKU Night withthe
Florence Freedom

presented by the Greater
Louisville Alumni Chapter

presented by the Northern
Kentucky Alumni Chapter

TJ. Health Pavilion

Churchill Downs

UC Heolrh Stadium

JUNE

Lee Robertson/
Gary Sundmacker
Golf Scramble
presented by the Greater
Louisville Alumni Chapter
Hunr,ng Creek CoumryClf.Jb

1

JULY

Jared SalviaMemorial
Alumni Golf Scramble
presented by the
Heartland Alumni Chapter
Heartland GolfClub
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Coach John Pawlowski
WKU Baseball Head Coach John Pawlowski, a 14-year
head-coaching veteran with 11 NCAA Tournaments in his 22year coaching ca reer, began his first season with the Hilltoppers
in February. Pawlowski was introduced as WKU's new Head
Coach in June 2015, and WKU Baseball signed one of the top
classes in Conference USA this past year.
"There was much interest in our head coaching position,
and when we began our search the main goa l was to find
someone who was both experienced and a proven winner,"
said Todd Stewart, WKU's Director of Athletics. "My hope was
we could hire someone who not only had high-level winning
experiences, but who also had success as a Division I head

HIGH SCHOOL Seton Catholic Central
COLLEGE Clemson, 1983-1985; Industrial Education (1996)
CHILDREN Christine, Mary Louise and Jenny Caroline

2014-201S San Diego State Associate Head Coach/Pi tching Coach
(2 Years; 2 NCAA Tournaments)

2009-2013 Auburn Head Coach (5 Years, 1 NCAA Tournament,
167-126Record)
2000-2008 College of Charleston Head Coach (9 Years, 3 NCAA
Tournaments, 3 Coach of the Year Honors, 338-192 Record)

1999 ArizonaState Assistant Coach/Recruiting Coordinator (1Year)
1994-1998 ClemsonAssistant Coach(SYears, 5NCAA Tournaments,
1995 and 1996 College World Series)

1992 Baltimore Orioles organization
1991-1992 California Angels organization
1986-1991 Chicago White Sox organization (87-88 major leaguestints)
1983-1985 Clemson
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coach with m u ltiple NCAA Tournament appearances. With
John Pawlowski, we have someone who meets every criterion."
Prior to his tenure on the Hill, Pawlowski p layed seven
years of professional baseball (Chicago Wh ite Sox, California
Angels and Baltimore Orioles), won 505 games as a college
head coach, participated in 11 total NCAA Tournaments and
coached more than 80 players who have been selected in the
Major League Baseball Draft.
"The com mon trait through this journey is one of a winner,"
Stewart said . "Who better to lead us to the p laces we wan t to
go than someone who has already successfully navigated the
journey many times."

Brandon Doughty
After a record-breaking WKU career,
Hilltopper Quarterback Brandon Doughty
is poised for p rofessional success. ln his
collegiate caree1; Doughty threw for more
yards (12,855), touchdowns (111), and
had a better ca1·eer completion percentage
(68.6) and passer ratin g (161.04) than any
quarterback to ever play college football
in the state of Kentucky. He led the nation
in passing yards (5,055) and passing
touchdowns (48) fo r a second consecutive
season while also leading the country in
completion percentage (71.8) and points
responsible for (304).
Doughty also finished third in the
Lexington Herald-Leader's
"Ken tucky
Sportsman of the Year" voting, with Head
Coach Jeff Brohm fi nishing fourth. It was
the first time in the 35-year history of
the award that two representatives from
WKU fin ished inside the top five. The
third-place fi nish for Doughty tied the
highest finish for an active WKU figure,
as legendary Head Coach Jack Harbaugh
finished thi rd fol lowing the 2002 National
Championship season.

Doughty ranked 24th in FBS histo ry
in career yards and 16th in touchdowns,
passing greats like Andrew Luck, Dan
Marino, Peyton Manning and Doug
Flutie in those marks along the way. He
was just the third qua rterback in FBS
history to have consecutive seasons with
4,000 passing yards and 40 touchdowns
as he led WKU to its first conference
championship and first national ranking
at the FBS level.
Brohm's Hilltoppers ended the year
ran ked o. 24 by the Associated Press as
the state's onJy ranked program and won
their fi rst FBS conference championship
by becom ing the first Con ference USA
program to go undefeated in league play
and win the championshi p game. They
were also the fi rst team in C-USA's 20year history to go undefeated thro ugh
league play an d win the conference
championship game.
In the C-USA Championship Game,
Doughty was named the MVP after
throwing for 410 yards, the third-most
in a C-USA Championship Game, and

scoring th ree touchdowns, including h is
first rushing touchdown of the season.
He joined the illustrious group of just
16 FBS quarterbacks to ever throw for
12,000 yards an d 100 tou chdowns in their
careers.
After being named first team
all-conference, Doughty was voted
Conference USA's Most Valuable Player
for the second consecutive season,
becoming the first player to ever win
the award in back-to-back seasons. He
also joined Houston's Case Keenum as
the only two players to win the award
multiple times. lt marked the seventh
time a quarterback has been named MVP
in the last eight seasons.
No. 24 WKU also won 12 games
for the first time since the 2002 nationa l
championship team, including 10 of 12 by
double digits and seven of 12 by 21 points
or more. The 12 wins were the fourth-most
in college footba l\ last season behind only
national championship game participants
Clemson and Alabama, and Hou ston.
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"THE WO RL D
IS NOT IN YOUR
BOOKS AN D MAPS
IT'S OUT THE RE/'
GANDALF
From The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien

TRAVELING TO MID0LE- EARTHWl(U goes to New Zealand
By Carol Cummings ('92)

In envisioning New Zealand, m any people picture the fictiona l
"Middle-earth" and the rolling hills of the shire depicted in Tire
Hobbit, which was fi lmed in its entirety in this breathtaking country.
ln January, 10 WKU students and their two program leaders were
able to experience th is beautiful part of the world d uring a 17-day,
whi r lwind experiential-learning journey to New Zealand du ring
the 2016 Winter Term.
As part of the New Zealand: Recreation and Tourism class led
by WKU Professor Raymond Poff and University Ph otographer
Clinton Lewis, students explored the world's largest industry,
leisure and travel, in one of the world's most amazing places.
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Junior Recreation Administration major. with minor in Outdoor Leadership
from Harrisburg Ill.

Wf-.AT

,r

0 YO

·1 plan to pursue a graduate a111stantsh1p at another unIvt>r1Ity ind continue
working ,n campus recreation, or ga,n more phys a exr, ,ence ,n my field by
workin l ·urr• nt y worl at me W-<U Outdoor Recreation Adventure Center
(ORAC) lac ned ,n the Preston Centt>r."

u

1 tJ 1i,J

....

W11A

I

rnu

t.AR~EO OURI\JG THIS COURSE

1'1DAC Y~UR PERS f,' 1 !\') ROHSSONA

rr

·Now that I have been 10 New ZealJnd, tht.' experiences l'w ga,nt.'d from thi1 trip
w I hPlp further my p,ofessional c,irn r 11mp1y because I stud E'd 11'< rt reation fie d
;hefe-and am a rt."Creat,on ma)Of. fv ryth111g about the ;r,p was pert r-ent to who I
want to be professionally. I valued all th<' information I was able to receive."

Junior &>creation map, with mnor in CX,tdoor Leadership
from Livermore, Ky.

·1 plan to work for the nat,onal P<Jrk system or as an Outdoor Recreanon faCllitator:

f OW wll I ltJHAT YUU LEAl~N~0 DURING THIS COURSE
IN\P/
l .; ~ - ~ l 1 ' ' 1 pr - [_
\A
r
"Being a part of this am,wng trip has helped rnp grow more independent as a
person and hash •lped rr understand ITl'lrefutur~ )Oboppo!lu'l1t" n my fi Idol
rL'Creat,o" that hadn't p,ev,ously considered Jumping out of a cable car w,th only
a rope attached to my legs has g,ven me more confidence In my~lf I'm stronger
for ,t and th s a "rWS me to conquer future challenges that may ar se'

Though Dr. Poff leads an annual fall
fly-fishing class to Montana, this course
was his first study abroad teaching
experience. "Prior to departure, studenls
participated in learning activities and
assignments to become fami liar with the
leisure/ travel industry and prepare for
the out-of-country program," Dr. Poff
explained.
"While in ew Zealand, the course
destinations, learning activities and
local experts helped teach content while
providing a unique chance to experience,
firsthand, the innovative aspects of the
New Zea land leisure/ travel ind ustry
and to connect academic knowledge to
profcssiona I practice."
Students took part in recreation and
tou rism activities that included surfing, sea
kayaking, "black water" rafting, a jet boat
to u1; visiting a geothermal site, experiencing
Maori cultural tourism, visiting filming
locations such as H obbiton, swimming
with dolphins, going behind the scenes al
Weta, visiting the New Zealand National
Museum and touring Milford Sound.
The trip was certainly packed
with plenty of exciting and educational
activities. "I intentionally made sure
that the activities that I identified and
scheduled for us were some of the coolest
things the students would ever do," Dr.

Poff explained. "I or some students, this
may have been a once-in-a-lifetime shot,
so I didn't want them to go halfway
around the world and not get to experience
everything ew Zealand has lo offer."
In almost everything the group did
in terms of activities, transportation and
accommodations, Dr. Poff intentionally
identified different sizes and types of
businesc;es to give students a broad
exposure. "We look airplanes, shuttle
services and the country's public
transportation bus system," he described.
"In looking at tourism operations, <;Orne
were mom-nnd-pop operations and some
were multinational companies. I tried
to facilitate as many conversation<; as I
could with people who were running
the bus inesses and in effect managing or
partly responsible for the industry."
For example, the students met with
officials from Tourism l\.ew Zealand,
which is a national organization
tasked with marketing the country as a
destination. However, they also met with
local business owners, a local chamber of
commerce and everyone in between. "We
looked at the industry and how the pieces
interacted with each other," Dr. Poff said.
"We wanted students to see c1 variely of
operations and talk to people at different
levels in the industry."
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Graduate student p ursing an M.A. in Social Responsibility
and Sustainable Communities from Chicago, Ill.

WHAT DO YOJ PLAN

·c 00 Af" TER GRADUAT ON?

·1 hope to lead a cultural organization or non-profit:'

HOW W1L~ Wf-iAl YOU LEARNED OlJRING - HIS COURSE
IMPACT YOLR PERSONAL ANC ;:JROFESSIONAL L FE?
"It was refreshing to see how a country cares so deeply about its ecological
well-being and has such great respect for the Earth. That's not to say there aren't
environmental issues 1n New Zealand. It's more of an acknowledgement of a constant
theme that was present in meeting with tourism officials, academic partners and
others. Moreover, I was impressed with Maori tourism officials w ho communicated
their efforts to leverage Maori tourism in a way that supports the economic, social
and environm ental well-being of the Maori people. They spoke about how their
motive is not profit related, but rather driven by a need to care for current and
future generations. A recent study w as cited which found that the Maori's pnmary
motivation in advancing cultural tourism w as to help build sustainable Maori
communities and help the Maori people achieve their full capabilities."

Co-leader Clinton Lewis, who has been
the University Photographer since 2008, has
previously traveled internationally on behalf
of WKU. "I have been to Peru twice (in 2011
and 2013) to document the climate change
research Dr. John All is conducting with the
American Alpine Club," he explained. "I
also h·aveled to China w ith WKU President
Gary Ransdell and members of the Confucius
Institute in 2011, and in 2014 1 traveled to Costa
Rica w ith Gatton Academy students on their
annual Biology study abroad tri p.
"New Zealand was a bit different,
because l was asked to be the co-leader on the
trip, not just the photographer. Of course that
didn't stop me from taking pictures, but I did
have more responsibility to the group to help
Dr. Poff conduct class and keep the complex
logis tics of moving the 12 of us around the
country going smoothly. I ended up shooting
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abou t 4,000 photos, though: 3,000 on my big
camera and about 1,000 on my phone."
The 10 s tudent participants offered
a true m ix of backgrounds. "We had two
Recreation Administration majors and
three students who were in the H ospitality
Management and Dietetics program," Dr.
Poff said. "Every thing was right in line
with what they're studying. The other
five students were a mix that included
undergrad uates in International Business,
Biology, and Family Studies as well as
grad ua te s tudents in Social Work and
Social Responsibility and Sustainab le
Communities . As part of the course,
students had to keep a field journal. As their
final entry, we asked them how they would
apply this course to their fie ld of stuay. All
students fo und strong connections, and al l
were di fferent."

New Zealand Travel Log: Clinton Lewis
FRIDAY JAN 2
We met with Cary Soloff from Air New Zealand in the Los Angeles
International Airport to discuss the ai rline industry and Air New Zealand
specifically. Cary treated our group exceptionally well.

MONDAY JAN 4
We landed in Auckland and caught a shuttle to Raglan. First up was grocery
shopping and lw,ch in town, followed by surf lessons with the Raglan Surf School.
The left-hand break on the main beach in Raglan draws an international crowd for
the surf. The condi.tions were perfect for us, w ith smooth, four-to-six-foot waves. [
managed to get up about a dozen times. Most of the students d id well, too.
Later that afternoon, we had a meeting with surf school and Karioi Lodge
owner Charlie Young, who was very enthusiastic and urged us to "follow your
dreams!" He owns several businesses in the area and works with the local
chamber of commerce. Originally from Los Angeles, Young visited Raglan o n
vacation and never left. He is very passionate about the area and wants to
balance success and growth w ith the need to keep Raglan's character intact
and avoid overdevelopment.
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TU ESDAY. JAN 5
We visited Jan Mitchell's Raglan EELS (Environmental Education Leaders in
Sustainability) farm. This is a fantastic farm that was started by her late husband,
Charlie. The facility included alpaca and sheep, New Zealand whitebait fish,
and eel research. The entire day brought home the ingenuity of New Zealanders.
Genetic breeding and selection are of key importance for the sheep, alpaca and
whitefish to produce the best specimens.
We then took a kayak float down the Waitetuna River to the Raglan Harbor
for lunch and a harbor tour. This was a really nice harbor with very cool rock
formations on the banks. After the short tour, we walked in town to exchange
money and have o,ur next meeting with Dave Curry, the head of the Raglan
Chamber of Commerce, at Orca's Restaurant. Curry shared with the group
the struggles Raglan has faced to maintain its character versus the continuing
pressure to develop. The area has no chain restaurants and alJ local or small
businesses. Their current initiatives include developing strategies to promote
business and traffic during the off-season.

WE ONESOAY. JAN. 6
We left the community of Raglan for Waitomo (population: 30), which is
a cave region with the main attraction of glowworms that are found in several
caves. The area is not too unlike our cave region in Kentucky. We ate lunch at the
general store and walked next door to the Cave Discovery Centre for a few videos
on the area and glowworms, or Araclmocampa Lumi110s0. We wa lked back to our
cabins at the Top 10 Ho liday Park to prepare for ou r a fternoon of black
water rafting. Th is was not rafting exactly, but tubing through the
cave. The highlight of the adventure was linking up in a large tube
chain, turning off our headlamps and watching the glowworms
come in to view on the cave roof.
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POHUTU

HOBB ITON
FR DAY JAN 8

We visited the geysers and the thermal area called Te Puia, which was
breathtaking. It is home to the Southern Hemisphere's largest geyser, called
Pohulu. UnforLLmately, it is not as regu lar as Old Faith ful in Yellowstone, so
we were not able to watch it erupt. Next was the Agrodome, a mass tourism
experience and show ba&ed around the farming industry ... mainly sheep. On
the other side of town, we stopp ed at Rainbow Springs. There we found more of
a nature park experience with guided walks, lots of rainbow trout throughout
the park's waterways and huge Redwood trees.
We then took a bus lo Auckland. I went for a run around the University of
Auckland where I clocked 2.7 miles all hills in a light rain. It was Lough! I went
to dinner with Dr. Poff at the hotel's Chinese restaurant and then walked down
to Queen Street (Auckland's main drag), where Dr. Poff found a stellar gelato/
sorbet spot called Giapo. I had the New Zealand Peanul Slab. That night we
stayed in the SKYCITY I lotel, right next to the huge Sky Tower.

SATURDAY JAN 9
We were up early and on the road to HOBBITON!! I was completely
geeking oul inside! I'm a huge Lord of the Ri11~s fan and this was definitely one
of the highlights of the trip. The area was very compact, yet expansive, at the
same lime, and lots of people were visiting. The farm where the movie set was
bu ill was the perfect, idyllic New Zealand farm. Thankfully, the tours are set up
and the space is designed well, so we really didn't sec many other people until
we got to the top of the hill where everyone stops to get pictures with Bag End,
Bilbo Baggins' house. The tour concluded a l the Green Dragon Pub.
After leaving Hobbiton, we rode in to Rotorua and checked in at our hostel
for the night. As soon as we set our bags down, we were on another bus to
Tamaki Maori Village for an afternoon of exploring the native Maori cullure.
We had a fantastic one-on-one d iscussion with Jarnis, one of the guides. He was
so excited to share his culture and enthusiastic about spending time with the
students that we u ltimately came away with a deep respect and u nderstanding
of the culture. The evening program was a good mass-audience introduction
to the Maori with a walk through a traditional village replica with a traditional
meal and performances, but il paled in comparison to the time we spcnl with
Jam is. Dr. Poff was chosen to be the chief for all the vi~itors (about 100 overall),
so he had to do the formal welcoming ceremony and choose whether we came
in peace or war.
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That morning we caught a bus to Bay of Islands. During the fourhour ride, we stopped at Parry Kauri Park to sec an 850-ycar old Kauri
tree. The town at Bay of Islands is called Paihia and is a pretty cool p lace.
There we hopped on a boat for a dolphin tour and traveled a wide swath
of the bay searching for a pod of dolphins that weren't being mobbed by
other boats. We fina lly found three dolphins just before we had to turn
around, and we had plenty of time for everyone to take rotations in the
water. I was one of the last ones in and was able to get within an arm's
reach of two dolph ins. IL was spectacula r! It was a long bus ride back to
Auckland, but the driver provided excellent commentary.

TRAVELING TO MIDDLE-EARTH I SPRING 2016

SLNDAY JAN 10
We caught a flight to Wellington, w here we checked in to YHA hostel
right downtown. Our afternoon was spent at Te Papa, New Zealand's national
museum. It was huge, sat right on the waterfront and offered a really n ice array
of exhibits relating to the history and cu lture of New Zealand. There was ,ilso a
fantastic and incredibly moving display on a World Wa r T battle that involved
thousa nds of ew Zealand and A ustralian soldiers.
Afterward, l went for a run to check out what was aro und the area. Wellington
remi nds me a great deal of San Francisco, w ith many hills. l ran along the harbor
for a bit, then turned uphill a long some streets and found an entry to a nearby
park on Mt. Victoria for some trai ls. l clocked 4.5 miles with a 1,000-foot gain.

MONDAY JAN 11
We s pent the day on a Lord of the Ri11gs tour with a local company called
Wellington Rover. We h ad a great tou r g uide and got to see some great locations:
We visited Rivendell and lsengard gardens. We also got to go to Weta studio and
see some of the exhibits.

TUESDAY JAN 12
Wellington is called the windiest city in the world for good reason. Holy cow,
it was blowing today and pretty chilly. We first met w ith ew Zealand Maori
Tourism. We were s upposed to do a waka boat tour of the harbor, but it was way too
windy. We ended up doing a walking tou r of Maori history in Wellington, followed
by lunch and d iscussion at a cafe. Then we walked a few blocks to the Tourism
New Zealand offices for a meeting. We had a great discussion on how the company
markets New Zealand to the world. They market only internationally, and do no
domestic work, which they leave to the regiona l tourism offices throughout New
Zealand. After our meetings, T registered for a weekly SK race along the waterfront.
The course ran along the harbor, so it was nice and flat, but the wind was brutal. I
still managed a personal record (23:05)!

WEDNtSDAY JAN 13
We traveled to Queenstown in a double prop ATR p lane. The pilot had
difficu lty on the approach, so we did a few loops and got great views of the
area for our second land ing approach, which was a bit bumpy. Queenstown is
amazing and is my perfect n,ountain dream town. We met with Queepstown
Resort College, a specialty school for the tourism and hospitality industry.
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TII URSOAY JAN 14
What a day! We had a thrilling van ride through Skippers Canyon fo llowed
by an amazing, fast and mind-blowing jet boat ride up the Shotover River. The
visit also included a neat tour and a summary of the h istory of gold mi ni ng in
the area. Back in town, we look advantage of a short line to get a Fergburger. I
can sec where they gel the "Best Burgers on the Planet" praise! The afternoon
was spent at a meeting with Destination Queenstown on how they market the
a rea both domestically and internationally. Following that meeting, we took a
bus to the orig inal A.J. Hackett bungy location on the nearby Kawa rau Ri ver.

FR ID AY JA~ 15
We visited the Milford Sound fiord, which was AMAZING. The area
averages 24 feet of rain per year. We were able to see I lol lyford Va lley in
Fiordland National Park, Gertrude Va lley, Fa iry Falls and Stirling Falls, wh ich
arc three limes higher than Niagara Falls. lt rained the whole day, bu t that didn't
r uin the scenery.

SATU ROAY JAN 16
Today's objective was tackling the mou ntain of Ben Lomond . This was
the ru n I had been looking forward to, but it ended up being more of a hike
than a ru n, as il was super steep and slow going. I made it to the top in two
hours a nd 45 minutes. I found lo ts of people at the su mmit, and the v iews
were fantastic an d probably the best of the t rip so fa r. r was p retty sore and
p robably overestimated my fi tness! I ran most of the way down on legs that
fe lt like total jelly. I stopped for a good rest at the gondola. I finis hed up on my
feet down the tiki trail, although parasailing d own was awfully tempting. Tt
was a 5,000-foot cl imb to th e top.

SJNOAY JAN 17
We had a slow-moving morning and took a walk to watch the town on the
lakefront. There we shared deep thoughts about Queenstown being very instantgratification-thrill commercialized and monetized down to the minute. Tt's a circus
and party town fo r sure. One student's skydive was cancelled d ue to weather, so
he, two other students and I rented mountain bikes and rode some of the trail
network past the ai rport to the Old Shotover Bridge. It was a 17-mile round trip.

MONDAY JAN 18
This was our travel day! We fin ished packing and cleaned our apartment,
then wandered around town for a few hou rs while we waited for our shuttle. We
departed Queenstown for Auckland, where we had short layover of a few hours.
Then we boarded the plane to Los Angeles at 8 p.m. We landed in L.A. arou nd 11
a.m. (still Monday!) and made our way through customs and immigration. We
boarded th e plane for Nashville at 3:30 p.m. Pacific time and we were headed
back home. We landed at 9:45 p.m. local time, loaded the shuttle and made it
back to Diddle A rena at WKU by 10:45 p.m . I fi nally made it home just after
11 p.m. There's nothing like a 36-hou r Monday! I'm g lad to be back, but I'm
already planning a return trip w ith the fami ly!
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KENTUCKY SMALL BUSINESSES
Grow Your Business AND
-~
Get a Tax Break!
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WKU ranked No. I campus
--

The Kentucky Small Business Tax Credit (KSBTC) program is
designed to encourage small business growth and job creat ion.
Most for-profit businesses with 50 or fewer full-time emp loyees
are eligib le. And now, the program has been expanded and simplified!
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President Gary ('73, '74) and Julie ('75) Ransdell

. ......

~!af!J:!:w
~
At h is mother's funera l in the sprin g of 1972, W KU President
Cary A. Ra nsdel l decided he could not wai t a no t he r day. 11.e fou nd
a private moment, kne lt on one knee a nd popped the question to
his WKU sweetheart Ju lie Bus h: Will you ma rry me?

-

"Maybe it wasn't a proposal story like everyone else's, but it
meant a lot to both o f us," Ra nsde ll said. "Jn my mind, 1 thought o f
it as replacing one am azing woman w ith another."
It's been more tha n 40 years s ince Ransdell met the Jove of
his life o n the I Ji ll, but according to a recent a rticle by the online
p ublicatio n B11stle, VVKU is still a unive rs ity where students often
meet their sou lmates.

Tax credits range between $3,500 and $25,000 and require
creating and sustain ing at least one new fu ll-time job and
purchasing at least $5,000 of qualifying equipment or technology.

The Bustle article ra nked the top five universities in the United
States for fa lling in love; WKU took the No. 1 spot.
At a fratern ity rush for Sigma Al pha Epsilon in 1971, Ra nsdell
met h is fu tu re spouse.

HOW DO I APPLY?

" I saw her and thought, ' I have to join this one,"' Ransdell said.
Since the day the cou ple met, VVKU has always been a
significant part of Ga ry a nd Julie Ra nsdell's Uves.
"We have s pe nt the last 19 years as Preside nt and First Lady,"
Ransdell said . "Our whole life togethe r revolves aro und WKU."

\
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I LOVE ON THE HILL

LOVE O

Zach Talton ('13) and Madison Schwettman-Talton

Al though not every WKU love story has led to the
couple becoming President and First Lady of the University,
p lenty of other couples have Found their soulm.ites on the
Hill.
Austin Stethen of Jeffersonville, Ind., and Louisville,
Ky., na ti ve Kyrsten Sutton- Davis' engagement took place at
the infamous Kissing Bridge located behind Van Meter Hall
and Ga rrett Conference Center.
"l had absolutely no idea he was going to propose,"
Sutton-Dav is said.
During a wa lk on campus, Ste then lured his girlfriend
up the Hill to the Kissi ng Bridge, where he began to share
the hi<;tory of the bridge. Since it's sa id that any couple
who ki~s on the bridge arc destined to be married, the pair
shared a kiss to fo llow the tradition.
For Stethen, this was part of the p la n to surprise his
g irlfriend with his proposal.
"I grabbed the box from my pocket and knelt down, and
s he began to cry," Stethen said.
With the wedding set for September 2017, the couple
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agrees that WKU will always have a large impact on the ir
lives.
"T cou ldn't have imagined a better place for a proposal
or a better way to do it," Sutton-Davis said.
Zach Talton from Oldham Coun ty, Ky., and Murray, Ky.,
native Madison Schwettman-Ta l ton began their love story
on the Hill.
Schwettman-Ta lton, a cheerleader for the Tops, had no
idea Ta lton had been on the fie ld as Big Red with her d u ring
a WKU football game against the Universi ty of Kentucky in
Nashville. That was w hen they first met.
" It wasn't u ntil December at a BCM (Baptist Campus
Mini<;tries) dance th at we actually began to see each other as
more than just fr iends," Schwettman-Talton said.
Four years later, they became engaged, but the proposal
was nothing close to ord inary.
"Zach had been p lanning the proposal for months, and
dozens of people knew about it," Schwettman-Talton said.
The evening Talto11 proposed, Schwettman-Ta lton had
no idea w hat would occur at the end of a girls' nigh t out.

Austin Stethen and Kyrsten Sutton-Davis

"After dinner I got a phone call from my fr iend Josh Minton," said SchwcllmanTalton. "There was panic in his voice. He told me there had been an accident on campus
and T needed to get to the old alumni building as soon as possib le."
After arriving on the scene to see police officers in front of Chandler Memorial
Chapel, Schwettman-Talton and her friends were told the cops had been called d ue
to a broken w indow. As she approached the Chapel, she realized the Chapel lights
were actually turned off.
"Wh en we [arrived) inside, there was a violinist playing and Zach was standing at
the front. I was escorted to my seat," said Schwettman-Talton.
. Talton then began to tell the story of their love through a book he wrote ca lled
A Fairytale from the Top of the Hill, which consisted of memories, funny stories, music,
sweet moments and a letter of approval from Schwettman-Tal ton's father.
"Once he finally popped the question ... Tsaid, 'Yes! Please!"' Schwettman-Talton said.
Married now for less than year, the couple, like many others from WKU, continues to
feel as if this University plays a huge role in their lives.
"WKU is definitely where ou r fairy tale unfolded,"Sd1wetl111an-Talton said.
These stories prove that affection for WKU can extend beyond the obvious aspect~ of its
campus. With a little luck and opportunity, the Hill has proven to be a haven for falling in love.
111isstoryoriginallyappeared in the Homecoming 2015111ngazi11e pmrl11mf by /1,e WKLI / lernlrl.
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My time at WKU started a bit
unexpectedly. It was July of 1975 and I got
a call out of the blue that Western Kentucky
University needed a historian who could
teach some American History and some
Russian History. The semester started in
three weeks and could I come down for a
quick interview? So T d id. T came here for
an appointment as a Visiting Assistant
Professor for one year with no prospect of
renewal. And that was 40 years ago. For the
first 10 years T was here, I was very much
inyolved in the History Department. I was
pretty focused on being a histo rian. I made
full professor and the position of Assistant
Dean of Potter College came open pretty
unexpectedly. I didn't really think much

about it for a week or two, and then it
occurred to me that maybe it was time to
try something a little different. So T did that
for six years. Then Ward Hellstrom, who
had hired me for that position, resigned and
went back to the English Department, and I
became Dean of Potter College. J had that
position for 23 years until I became Provost
in late summer of 2015. Along the way, I did
a two-year interlude as Interim Head of the
Music Deparbnent in the late 80s, which in
some ways was one of the most enjoyable
a nd most educational experiences f've had
in the last 40 years. But that's pretty much
what the University has asked me to do
during my time here.

I was asked that question in my
dissertation defense at Ohio State. I kind
of paused at the time and wondered ...
should I tell the truth or should I m ake
up a story appropriate for the occasion? I
decided to tell the truth, so I'm going to tell
the truth again. ln the mid-1950s, television
was just corning a long, and I was a firstgrader just learning to read, and the Davy

Crockett phase struck the United States. I
was caught up in that as much as anybody.
It gave me a fascination w ith history that
I have absolutely never lost. I realize that
doesn' t sound particularly academic or
particularly scholarly, bu t I think it's a
Baby Boomer story and I think it docs say
something about the role of the m edia in
shaping folks' interests and tastes.

l miss the classroom a good b it,
and not just the classroom. There is
something about the energy, the vitality
and the exuberance, particularly of
undergraduates, that r miss whether I'm in
a teaching role or not. Classroom teaching

has changed so much, even in the time of
just rn.y ad ministrative career, much less
the time that I've been here. In some ways,
I feel very old-fashioned the few times that
I' m in the classroom, but on its best days it
is an interactive environment like no other.
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Throughout my career, I've been
really delighted to see some wonderful
things happen. I've p layed some role in
them, bu t not a unique role and in some
cases not the most important ro le. But
one thing I've been pleased to see take
roo t has been the Cultu ral Enhancement
Committee. J had people come back to
me years after an event and talk abou t
it. T do think tha t adding something like
that to the campus is something l've

always been p leased with.
l've been happy w ith the things
that have happened in Journalism and
Broadcasting, seeing the programs come
together and become a School. lt's been
wonderful for me to see the Strings
Program develop in Potter College. It's
added a rich dimension to the school. l do
think overall that Potter College became a
more complex and a more dynamic place,
and I think I had some role in identifying

the people who ought to make that
happen, whatever my role in it actually
was.
r ta ke a little pleasure in the Film
program. I did encourage some folks to sit
down together and talk about how they
cou ld put a Film program togethe1; but
these are just a few random things. And
like l said, my role on these things was not
all that significant, but l'm pretty proud to
now see them out on the landscape.

The physical structure of the campus
is remarka bly different and supportive of
the academic enterprise and the broader
leani.ing structure in so many ways. Part
of it is new structures like Ga1y RansdeU
Ha.ll, but part of it is the renovated oldest
building Van Meter Hall and how much
better that serves our cultural events as a
consequence of the renovation there. It is
a physical structure that is aesthetically
pleasing and very supporti ve of the ki nds
of things we're trying to do as an institution.
The facul ty has become even more
diverse. That was a concern when I first
came here. The d iversity of the faculty is
remarkable, as are the new dimensions and

the new fields.
The aspirations of the institution arc
also an important hallmark of change.
When I think about what our curricu..lwn
has become and what it may yet become-the institutions which we consider our peer
institutions, our aspirational institutions,
we are simply playing on a broader and
more impressive playing field than we were
able todo40years ago. You can lookarow1d
in a lot of ways, T think, and see a more
energized, more dynamic, more complex,
more sophisticated, more impactful
institution than we were 40 years ago.
At the same time, I do think that
what impresses me almost as much-

maybe even as much- is how we've not
d, anged. Herny Hardin Cherry marched
up this hillside 110 years ago to make us an
institutionofopportunity, and rthink on our
best days, that's what we are. Just as there
were folks in 1906 and 1966 who only had
access to higher education because we were
here and doing what we were doing, that
remains true. I think that is a mnstant, and
I think that is a pole star for us that has not
changed, and that's someth ing that frankly
I hope never changes. I hope we remain
always an institution of opportunity for the
students who come here and an institution
of opportunity for the faculty and staff who
work here as well.

In a lot of ways, students are still
students. They were fledglings then,
they're fledglings now. 11, ese are students
who are the product of a much more
complex and much more sophisticated
time, and that's also very much reflected.
The average student in some ways
has not changed. Nineteen-year-olds 40
years ago were not that much different

from 19-year-olds now. They can be a
little foolish . They can be a little reckless.
11, ey can be a little homesick.! think those
things have abided.
Students come to the University now
with experiences they had not had before
in the 1970s. lt's not all that unusual for ow·
undergraduate students to have trnvcled
more, to have traveled abroad a bit.

Also, ou r student body is far more
diverse. When I first came here, we
d idn't have all that many international
students. This fall we have over
1,400 international students- that's a
remarkable percentage of our student
body. Certainly, in that sense it's a very
different student body than you wo uld
have encountered here in 1975.
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The Provost is responsible for
the quality of a university's academic
programs. Now lots of other folks arc
involved in that, and my concept of that
position is that a Chief Academ ic Officer
should set a tone of expectation for quality
in all academic p rograms, responsiveness
to students and an expectation about roles
in the broader community that we should
play an active role in because we're a public
institu tion. Sol do think a lot of it is about
tone and expectation and an emphasis on
quality and service.

involved in day-to-day probably center on
resources. For much of my career, l have
been involved with hiring facu lty- maybe
we should I-tire this person instead of that
person. Now my role is more in ensuring
that the people who are making those
decisions have the resources they need to
make those decisions. So to a large extent,
I think my role now is about identifying
and channeling resources to support the
kind of quality in academ ic programs we
all legitimately expect to see.

Quite legitimately, T get the question
about what my goals as Provost are p retty
frequently. I suspect folks usually expect
me to say something along the lines of this
program, that program, that hire. I thin k
as a Provost you don't have to have the
best ideas, but you have to recognize the

best idea when you hear it. You have to be
able to create the kind of environment that
produces that best idea. My goal as P rovost
is to t1 y to do all that 1 can to create an
atmosphere, an environment and a setting
that encourages the interchange of ideas
that's going to generate that best idea.

The thing that I like most is the
opportunity to be involved in conversations
that are shaping the future. TI1is is a really

exciting lime. There are a lot of conversations
happening that could shape what happens
at this institution for a long time.

Sunglasses on my head - folks
have poked fu n at me for tha t for
maybe even longer than I've been ul
WKU. The deal w ith that is that I've
worn contact lenses for a long time,
and con tact lenses made my eyes a
bit sensitive to light. So I got in the
habit of wearing su nglasses a lot, even
w hen it's kind of gloomy. At the risk of
feedi ng a stereotype, I can be a scosh

nbscnt-minded, and T lost a few pairs
of sunglasses and final ly decided, 'Tm
just going to pu t these on the top of my
head a nd I'm never going to remove
them, and that's the only way I can
keep up with them." I sti ll lose them
abo ut every couple of years or so but
for the most part, putting them on my
head has been a solution to a problem,
and it works fi ne.

A. lot of the practical decisions that I'm

I.
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From College to University: "Wonderful!"
is pleased to announce

By Lynn Niedermeier
"There is a good chance that we will
get a bill through the Legislature this season
without any organized opposition and
w ith little fanfa re." When Kelly Thompson
expressed this hope to a supporter on Feb.
2, 1966, the President of Western Kentucky
State College was anticipating the day that
his institution would become "Western
Kentucky University."
That day arrived on Feb. 26, when
Gov. Edward T. Breathitt signed House
Bill 238 into law, granting uni versity status
not only to WKU b ut also to Morehead
State College, Eastern Kentucky State
College and Mu rray State College.
President Thompson's prediction
of "little fanfare" seems odd in light of
such a transformational event in WKU's
history, but for years his administration
had carefully worked toward this quiet
victory. ln the decade since becoming
President in 1955, Thompson had
overseen a period of astonishing growth
in WKU's enrollment and faci lities- from
1,684 students to 7,824, from 20 major
b uild ings to 41, from 98 ful l-time facu lty
to 317. Curriculum expan sion, and the
reorganization necessary to administer it,
was evident in the 1963 merger with the
Bowling Green College of Commerce, the
1964 establishment of a separate graduate
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school, and the 1965 formation of the
College of Education, the Potter College
of Liberal Arts, and the Ogden College
of Science and Technology. Chartered
in 1906 to train teachers for Kentucky
schools, WKU had grown academically
and administratively from a single-unit,
undergraduate institution to a multiu nit, multi-purpose institution offering
not just bachelor's degrees but graduate
and professional training- in short, a
un iversity in all but name.
Delivering his 10-year progress
report to the Board of Regents and
proposing more ambitious plans for
the decade ahead, President Thom pson
noted
h is
administration's
past
resistance to seeking university status
because "it was fe lt that such status
would automatically come in d ue time."
Now, he told the Rege nts, "Western
is ready for such chan ge." On Jan. 14,
1966, an 18-member Commission on
Higher Education released the results
of a two-year study tha t recommended
university status for four state colleges,
and Thompson had already alerted many
friends in the legislature, then in session,
of his intention to move forward.
House Bill 238 was not w ithout critics.
The University of Kentucky, worried

about competition from the state colleges,
frowned at the prospect of underfunded
programs and "a proliferation of 'cheap'
graduate degrees." The bill, however,
derailed its opponents by establish ing an
independent Council on H igher Education
to oversee planning and budgeting. ft a lso
affirmed UK as the principal institution
fo r statewide research and service, w ith
the four new universities providing
programs related to the needs of their
regions. Ultimately, the bill sailed through
the House without dissent and passed the
Senate by a vote of 29-6.
The legislative triumph may have
been muted, bu t the shou ting at WKU
began as soon as President Thompson
flew home from the b iII signi ng ceremony
in Frankfort. Feb. 26, designated
"Western Day in Bowling Green and
Warren County," featured a d inner for
650 in the Garrett Center Ba ll room to
honor both Thompson and WKU's role in
the community. At halftime of the WKU
Men's Basketball game against M urray,
representatives of the administration
and student body, legendary Coach Ed
Diddle and 12,500 fans celebrated with
President Thompson as Gov. Breathitt
presen ted a plaque commemorating
their school's un iversity status.

that the name of

Western Kentucky State Coll~ge
bas been. changed to

WUiTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
by an Act of the General Assembly of the
Commonweal th of Kentucky
Bt .lin iz: Green, Kentucky

June 16, 1966

1 · Feb. 26, 1966: Gov. Edward T. Breathitt (seated) signs Ho use Bill 238 elevating WKU and t hree other state colleges to university st atus. From left: Dr. Irvin
Lunger, Transylvan ia College; Dr. Philip Davidson, University of Louisville; Dr. John Oswald (partially hidden), University of Kentucky; Dr. Carl Hill, Kentucky
State College; Dr. Robert Martin, East ern Kentucky State College; Dr. Kelly Thompson, Western Kentucky State College; Dr. Ra lph H. Woods, Murray State
College; and Dr. Adron Doran, Morehead State College. I 2 · "University" replaced "State College" on t he pylo n, unveiled on June 16, 1966. I 3. On the day
of the university b ill signing, an appreciation dinner drew 650 guests to ca m pus. The pylon shown o n the program would be updat ed to reflect WKU's
new name. I 4 · At halftime during the WKU-Murray basket ba ll game on Feb. 26, 1966, Coach E. A. Didd le celeb rated with Gov. Breath itt and President
Thompson. A model of the plaque commemorating university status is in the background. Is• An official announcement of WKU's new name bore the
updated University seal. I 6· Dr. Kelly Tho m pson accept s a sign ing pen from Gov. Breathitt.

The absence in th e university bill
of an "emergency clause" mandating
immediate implementation meant that
il w9uld not become effective until 90
days after the adjournment of the cu rrent
legislative session. With tha t date yet
to be determined, Thompson took up
a long list of administrative detai ls
early in March. Addressing his "fellow
Prexies" at Morehead, Eastern and
Murray, he outlined h is pla ns for 1966
diplomas (bearing the new name and
dated only "June"), class rings (with the
new name), and use of new stationery
and a new sea l (after the expiration of

the 90-day period). A lso on the agenda
was consideration of name changes for
the College Heights Herald, College High,
and various signs and markers. After
the legislature adjourned and the law's
effective date-Ju ne 16, 1966-became
firm, a ceremony that same day unveiled
the remodeled pylon bearing WKU's
new name at the campus entrance below
Van Meter Hall.
Only once d id administrative
enthusiasm appear to outrun protocol.
In its last official act on behalf of Western
Kentucky State College, the Board of
Regents was required to fi le with the

Secretary of State a certified copy of its
resolution approvi ng the name change.
Thjs step had to be repeated, h owever,
when the seal w ith the new name, instead
of th e o ld, was mista kenly affixed to the
document. But no matter. By this time,
as President Thomp son noted, a "long
thought out process" was complete.
Still, as Thompson reflected on WKU's
achievement, picturing it not as a dramatic
watershed but as a station on the path to
increased o pportu nity, higher service,
and greater challenge, he could not resist
exclaiming : "WESTERN KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY - wonderful!"
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Sen. C. 8. Embry Jr. ('63)

T/,urubs-Up! recognizes the artistic e11deavors of our talented alumni. We want to honor your
creative spirit and share your acl,ievemeuts. Do you have something to share with your fellow
alumni? Have you recently published a book, sang your heart out in a musical, or held an exhibition
of your artwork? Please submit your mrnounceme,it by mail to WKU Alumni Association, 292
Alumni Ave., Suite 309, Bowling Green, KY 42101 or via email at alumn.i@wku.edu.

By Jennifer Breiwa Smith ('03)
Sen. C. B. Embry Jr. has dedicated his life to public service.
He grew up in a household where politics was talked about
often. "My dad was a Kentucky State Senator from 1945 until
1948, and T spent a lot of time with him in Frankfort during his
service as a state senator," Embry noted.
Embry's father also started seven different newspapers,
which led to many discussions of current events and politics. "T
have to say, my mom was much more political than my dad. T
can't remember a time when she didn't talk about politics at the
dinner table," h e said.
Embry's parents instilled in him a passion and responsibility
for public service and g iving back to his community. While a
student at Western Kentucky University, Embry served as the
Chair of the WKU Young Republicans Club and President of
the Geography Club. After graduating from WKU in 1963, he
continued to serve others; he has served as president or chair
16 times for various civic organizations. However, it was his
experience with the Beaver Dam Jaycees that led to his first
elected position.
"As President of the Beaver Dam Jaycees, l wanted to help
the city parks office with their Little League baseball fields,"
he said. "I and several others from the Jaycees tried withou t
s uccess to lobby for improvements to the parks, sol decided to
run for mayor so tha t T could improve Beaver Dam."
Embry won the election for Mayor of Beaver Dam, and
several of his colleagues in the Jaycees won the city council
elections. Embry felt the only way to truly make change was to get
involved. After serving one term as Mayor of Beaver Dam, he ran
for Ohio County Judge and then Ohio County Judge-Executive.
He served three terms as Ohio County Judge-Executive before
being elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives in 2002.
He served in the House of Representatives for six terms until he
was elected to the Kentucky State Senate in 2014.
Embry staited his career as a teacher at Horse Branch
Elementary and Pleasant Ridge Elementary in Ohio COLmty and
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Cromwell Elementary in Butler County. He taught for seven years
until he was elected Mayor of Beaver Dam. Then he joined the
family business and served as Editor of the Ohio County Ml>ssenger.
Because of his professional background, he has been
an advocate for education during his tenure in the General
Assembly. " I believe the future of Kentucky depends on the
education our citizens receive," he said. "Education is an
important part of economic and workforce development."
ln fact, education is among Embry's top goals for the 2016
Kentucky General Assembly, along with healthcare and the
state pension system s. He wants to find a permanent solution to
stabilize the pension system s and to provide healthcare that is
affordable and accessible for all Kentuckians.
Embry is married to Wanda (Ralph) Embry, and they
have three children and fou r grandchildren. He serves on the
Senate Agriculture Committee, Budget Review Subcommittee
on Education, Natural Resources and Energy Committee;
Transportation Committee, Tobacco Settlement Agreement
Fund Oversight Committee, and Veterans, M ili tary Affairs, and
Public Protection Committee.

Sen, C. 8. Embry Jr. speaks with area reporters.

Scott Crowell ('90)
On Jan. 8, 2016, the feature film The Masked
Saint made its national theatrical debut.
The script was written by Scott Crowell
('90) of Nashville, Tenn., for Ridgerock
Entertainment. The Masked Saint stars Brett
Granstaff, the legendary Diahann Carroll,
and the late great wrestling maverick,
Roddy Piper, in one of his final roles. After
winning the Best Picture Award at the 2015
International Christian Film Festival, The
Masked Saint went on to secure theatrical
distribution with Freestyle Releasing. Visit
themaskedsaint.com for more information.

Tessa Duvall ('13)
Tessa Duvall ('13) of Jacksonville, Fla., recently gave aTEDx Talk at TEDxJacksonville.
Duvall, a reporter at The Florido Times-Union newspaper, was selected to speak
following a three-day series she wrote and reported, which featured a oncestruggling urban school and its promising transformation into two single-gender
leadership academies. Duvall's talk,"Learning the truth about bad schools;'was one
of adozen presentations at the Oct. 24, 2015 event.

Ruby Lewis ('07)

Virginia "Ginger" (Hartle) Goodman ('71)

During the 2015 Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade, Ruby Lewis ('07) sang the title track from
the upcoming Cirque Du Soleil show Paramour,
which will debut on Broadway in April 2016.
Lewis, a native of Shelbyville, Ky., and her
cast mates rode the Dreamseeker float, which
spanned many disciplines including trampoline,
dance, contortion, fire breathing and juggling.
Lewis has been singing and dancing all her
life. While at WKU, she appeared in numerous
Department ofTheatre & Dance productions.

Virginia "Ginger" (Hartle) Goodman
(71) of Griffin, Ga., has published
her first children's book, The Night
the Stars Fell from the Sky. The book
tells the story of a little girl named
Hunter, her cousins and how a
special Christmas gift turns into an
unbelievable holiday surprise. Ginger
and her husband, Donald, have three
children and seven grandchildren
who are featured in the book.
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Class Notes is a deparf111e11t that allows W KU Alw1111i Associntio11 111e111bers to 11pdntefdlow clnss111ates 011 sig11ificant acco1nplis/11ne11/s a11d events
in fl,eir lives. Aniwa/ 111emberships are $35 for a si11gle or $50 for a joint 111embcrsltip. Lifetime 111emberslrip:; nre $700 for a si11gle a11d $1,000 for n
joint members/tip. If you wislt to pub/isl, a111w1111c111e11/s i11 Class Notes, please s11bmit them by ,nail to WKU A/11111ni Associatio11, 292 A/11m11i Ave.,
Suite 309, Bowling Green, KY 42101 or via e111nil at alu11111i(r1>wku.edu.
Dr. Carol June Maker ('70) of Tucson,
Ariz., received the International Award for Research
at the World Council for Gifted and Talented Children's
WorldConference. The conference was held in Odense,
Denmark, on Aug. 10-14, 2015. Dr. Maker isaProfessor
of Special Education at the University of Arizona.
John Osborne ('72, '74) of Bowling Green,
Ky., was one of three individuals inducted into the
Pleasure Ridge Park High School Hall of Fame for
2016. John recently retired from WKU after serving
the University for 41 years. As aformer PRP basketball
player, he has continued to support the team by
providing a point of contact for basketball players
interested in attending WKU.
Bob Manning ('73) of Louisville, Ky., was
inducted into the Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame in
September 2015. Manning, who has had a successful
career in radio and television, creditsreturning to WKU
in 1970 after his Army service with helping make the
transition to civilian life much easier. He isa founding
member of USA Cares, a non-profit providing financial
andadvocacy support for military families.

Greg Keightley ('78) of Bowling Green,
Ky., joined the WKU Alumni Association in January
2016 as the Assistant Director of Alumni Resources,
where he is responsible for revenue generation
, activities including membership, affinity marketing,
sponsorships and underwriting for Alumni events
and programs. After working for many years in
financial services marketing inTennessee, Louisiana
and Texas, he relocated home to Kentucky in 2011
and worked as Marketing and Public Relations
Director at the Southern Kentucky Performing Arts
Center and also spent time in Louisville, Ky., as
Director of Marketing and Public Relations at the
Kentucky Derby Museum. (Photo 1)
Bryan Howard ('79) of Antioch, Tenn.,
was published in the September 2015 edition
of the PM World Journal with an advisory
article titled "Creating Harmony through
Diversity." Th is article addressed the subject
of project management using illustrations
from his experience as a Project Manager and
a musician. Howard serves as Senior Project
Program Manager with AT&T Services, Inc.
and is certified as a Project Management
Professional by the Project Management
Institute. He is married to Julie Markland
Howard ('78).
Jesse Huff ( '84) of Madisonville, Ky., was
recently promoted to the rank of Colonel in
the Kentucky Army National Guard. Presently,
he is the Deputy Commander of the Kentucky
Medical Detachment.

•
S4

Mike Simpson ('85, '93) of Bowling
Green, Ky., has been appointed Chairman for the
International Bluegrass Music Museum's Board of
Trustees. He has been integral in building awareness
and raising funds for the International Bluegrass
Music Museum and its programs.
Tim Culver ('86) of Louisville, Ky., has been
named Vice President for Advancement at Lexington
Catholic High School in Lexington, Ky. He served the
previous 14 years as Director of the Trinity High
School Foundation in Louisville, Ky. (Photo 2)
Dr. Kaye Lafferty ('86, '89, '94) of
Louisville, Ky., recently completed her doctorate
degree fromthe University of Louisville. Lafferty has
worked for the Kentucky Community and Technical
College System for 15 years and is currently working
as a Professor at Jefferson Community and Technical
College, where she teaches Psychology courses.
Elizabeth McKinney ('86) of Bowling
Green, Ky., joined law firm English, Lucas, Priest &
Owsley, LLP (ELPO) in Bowling Green as a partner and
attorney on Sept 1, 2015. She primarily focuses on the
areas of estate, probate, wills and taxation. McKinney
has been an attorney for 20 yearsand is also a licensed
Certified PublicAccountant. Before joining ELPO, she had
her own sololaw practice. (Photo 3)
Laurie Moon Berry ('89, '90) of
Henderson, Ky., has been named Assistant Dean of
Studentsat the University of Southern Indiana (USI).
Prior to this position, she worked in Housing and
Residence Life at USI for 22 years.

6 StmmerGoldman ('99,'OS}
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DR. TY J. HANDY

Dr. Ty J. Handy
('84) of Louisville, Ky.,
has been appointed
President
of the
Jefferson Community
& Technical College.
Dr. Handy, who has
more than 30 years of
experience in higher
education, most recently served as President of
Northwest Florida State College.
"I remember my time on the Hill as one
of the best times of my life. I met the love of
my life there, I found my love of academe there,
and I grew into a responsible person there," Dr.
Handy said. "Upon graduation, I enrolled in the
MBA program at Drexel University. There wasn't
a topic covered in my graduate studies that
I had not been introduced to on the Hill, and I
found myself regularly tutoring students from
such prestigious places as Emory, Cal-Berkeley,
Dartmouth and Columbia."
Jefferson Community and Technical
College (JCTC), is one of 16 colleges forming
the Kentucky Community and Technical College
System. Apublic, comprehensive, postsecondary
institution, JCTC enrolls about 13,000 students a
semester in academic and technical programs.
"Since my graduate years, I have found I
draw on what I learned at WKU on a daily basis,"
Dr. Handy added. "Western has turned out to
be the finest investment of time, effort and
money that I have made in my life, and I am so
appreciative of the experience:·

Dion Jones ('90, '92) of Suwanee, Ga.,
Principal of Roberts Elementary School, has been
named both the Advocate of the Year by his own
school district and the Georgia Administrator of the
Year by the Georgia School Counselor Association
(GSCA) for his efforts to support school counseling.
The Georgia Administrator of the Year award is
presented to an administrator who supports,
promotes and improves existing school counseling
services as well as implements new counseling
services. (Photo 4)

56

Bradley Rawls ('93) of Colorado Springs,
Colo., has accepted a position as Senior Vice President,
Business Development with SSPR Public Relations
Agency. Recently relocating to Colorado, Brad and his
wife, Brooke, have a 4-year-old son named Silas and an
18-month-old daughter named Maeve. (Photo S)
Sue Hackmiller ('96) of Louisville, Ky., has
been named Principal of Harmony ElementarySchool
in Goshen, Ky. Hackmiller, who began her career in
Oldham County Schools, returns to the district with
25 years of education experience, including serving
as an elementary school principal in Illinois for the
past eight years and 13 years in Jefferson County
Public Schools in various positions.
Jamie Froedge ('98, '99) of St. Louis, Mo., was
named a Zhi-Xing Eisenhower Fellow for 2015. During
his fellowship, hebuilt relationships with key decision
makers and learned about the evolution of the stateowned enterprise structure in China to facilitate crossborder investment in industries of mutual interest
such as oil and gas, telecommunication and data
centers. Froedge currently serves as Vice President,
Acquisitions and Development for Emerson Electric.
Daron Jordan ('98) of Madisonville, Ky.,
recently received certification from the International
Economic Development Council (IEDC) as a Certified
Economic Developer (CEcD). This certification, held by
about 1,500 individuals worldwide, is the industry gold
standard for excellence in the profession of Economic
Development. Jordan serves as the Community
Development Director for theCity of Madisonville, Ky.
Summer Dixon Goldman ('99, 'OS)
of Grandview, Ind., has been named Vice President
Business Systems and Processes for Farm Credit MidAmerica based in Louisville, Ky. Goldman leads the
Business Resource Service Team, which is charged
with removing obstacles to doing business, providing
technical and training resource to the association, and
supporting and improving credit delivery systems and
compliance efforts. (Photo 6)
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Melissa (Lee) Knight ('00) of Lebanon, Ky.,
has been named the 10th President of Farmers National
Bank of Lebanon, Ky. She is the first female to hold the
position. Knight joined the bank in 2003 as Director
of Marketing and most recently held the title of Vice
President. She has extensive experience in the bank's
operations, product development and customer service as
well as human resources. She recently graduated from the
prestigious Leadership Kentucky program. (Photo 7)
M. Todd Osterloh ('01) of Midway, Ky.,
has been promoted to member of the law firm
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney. Todd represents
municipalities and water, sewer, gas and electric
utilities, applying the wealth of knowledge he acquired
during his time as a staff attorney for the Kentucky
Public Service Commission. Using his litigation and
practice experience, he frequently instructs courses
on the Open Records and Open Meetings Acts. Todd, a
graduate of the University of Kentucky College of Law,
is active in several water and utilities associations and
completed theLeadership Frankfort program. (Photo 8)
Christ ina L. Vessels ('01) of Lexington, Ky.,
has joined Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., L.P.A.
as a partner focusing her practice on insurance
defense and coverage, professional liability
defense, bad faith and extra-contractual litigation,
governmental liability, employment matters and
appellate law. She represents a wide variety of
clients including individuals, small businesses and
national corporations. Vessels served as Newsletter
Chair for the DRl's Government Liability Committee
in 2014 and is an active member of the Fayette
County Bar Association, participating on the
Women Lawyers section committee. She is also AV
Pre-eminent ra ted by Martindale-Hubbell and has
been named a Kentucky Super Lawyer Rising Star
since 2013. (Photo 9)
Dr. Joy Jones-Carmack ('02) of Egg Harbor
Township, N.J., presented a research study at the
prestigious Academy of Management Conference
at National University of Ireland examining the
factors that impact the "Motivation to Lead" in
a retail context and exploring fu ture leadership
as Baby Boomers reach retirement age. She is an
Assistant Professor of Communication at Atlantic
Cape Community College. (Photo 10)

Howard Bailey retires ,from WKU
After an impressive 45-year ca reer
in higher education, Howard Bailey,
former WKU Vice President for Student
Affairs, retired at the end of 2015. Except
for a one-year stint at North Carolina
State University, Bai ley spent his entire
career me ntoring a nd shaping lives at
WKU. He came to WKU as a student in
1966 from M iddlesboro in southeastern
Kentucky a nd was the first person in
his fa mi ly to attend a predom inantly
white college.
"My grandmother, who g raduated
from Knoxville College, was beside
herself," Bailey shared. "She said,
'Wh y are you doing this?' 1 said, 'T
don't know, l just think it would be a
great thing to do."'
Bailey's choice turned o ut to
be a good decision. Logging time
as a Residence Assista nt wh ile
attend ing WKU, Bailey got a job in
Student Affairs after he graduated,
never dreaming h e wo uld work his
way to the top. He became Dean of
Studen ts artd in 2008 was named
Vice President of Student Affairs.
After
Bailey's
retire ment
annou ncement, WKU President Gary A.
Ransdell noted that Bailey had served

the University well and had impacted
the lives of tho usan ds of students. "His
is a remarkable professional s to ry of
commitment, dedication and loyalty
d uring some of the most tu mu ltuous
periods of student life in American
higher education," Dr. Ransdell said .
"No one on our campus knows better
tha n H oward Bailey the needs of our
students and the challenges they face,
and h ow those needs and challenges
have evolved over the yearsespecial ly in recent years."
Dr. Ransdell noted that Bailey
has served on countless University
comm ittees, including one term o n the
WKU Board of Regents as the elected
Staff Regen t. He is also widely known
in national studen t affairs circles as a
leader in his field a nd has been asked
to present at a number of con ferences
and meetings ac ross the nation on
leadership, race relations and a host
of issues related to Studen t Affairs in
higher education. ln addi tion, Bailey
s pen t one semester in 1995 in Sou th
Africa helping universities there
re-w rite their Student Govern men t
constitutions in the wake of the fall
of Apartheid. He has a lso been active

in the Bowling Green community, is
a fou nding member o f the Kentu cky
Association of Blacks in H igher
Education and h as served on the
Kentucky African American Heritage
Commission, the
AACP and the
U.S. Jaycees.
"It has been an honor and a
p ri vilege to know Howard throughout
his career at WKU and to personally
work closely with h im these last 19
years," Dr. Ransdell said. "H e has been
a valued member of our University
leadershi p team, the Administrative
Council, and has earned respect from
h is colleagues and peers."
While looking back at the past
and toward the future, Bailey said
he has considered writing a book
about his career. "Some people I've
encountered will get a sentence, some
will get a paragraph and some will get
a chapter," he said. "You' ll h ave to wait
and see who gets a chapter."
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Katie Capps ('02) of Granger, Ind., was named
Director of Women's Basketball Operations at the
University of Notre Dame in May 201 5.

Sigma Nu celebrated their 50th anniversary at WKU during the 2015 Homecoming weekend
with more than 250 alumni and guests in attendance. The festivities included an alumni reception,
game-day tailgating, guided campus tours and a special banquet at the Knicely Conference Center
commemorating the Chapter's many strong achievements.

Susan Arterburn ('04) of Crestwood, Ky.,
has been named the newest member of Senior
Management at Fastline Media Group. She has been
with the company since 2012 in the position of
Marketing Manager and as a Department Manager.
(Photo 11)

Michelle Briggs Dement ('OS) of Buckner,
Ky., has joined Fastline Publications as Staff Accountant.
In this role, her responsibilities include working with
the sales team to ensure accuracy of orders, invoicing
customers, assisting in the month-end close process
and general ledger reconciliations. Dement previously
worked at Churchill Downs as Corporate Staff
Accountant and at Perseus Books Group.
Matt Fuqua ('08) of Bowling Green, Ky., was
recently featured in Insurance Business of America
Magazine as a "young gun" for making waves in
the insurance industry at a young age. Fuqua,
who is a member of the WKU Alumni Association's
Young Alumni Council, is a Senior Vice President at

Alanna Baugher (' 13) of Louisville,
Ky., began a one-year appointment to teach
English in Thailand in October 2015. Baug her,
an Honors College graduate, credits WKU with
her desire to seek new cultures, chase dreams
and grow past her comfort zone.
Lauren Cherry (' 13) of Louisville, Ky., has
joined Heaven Hill Brands as Communications
Coordinator. She will support internal and
external communications and media relations for
the largest family-owned and operated distilled
spirits supplier in the U.S. Prior to joining Heaven
Hill, Lauren developed extensive media, public
relations and public affairs strategies as an Account
Executive with RunSwitch Public Relations.
Allie Sharp ('13, '15) of Bowling Green, Ky.,
joined the WKU Alumni Association as the Coordinator
of Student Engagement, where she is responsible for
the Student Alumni Ambassadors, Young Alumni
Council and Alumni Leadership Scholars. As astudent,
Allie gained vital leadership and professional skills
through avariety of internships, including the Alumni
Association and atwo-year graduate assistantship in
Student Activities. (Photo 14)

Ray Williams ('14) ofFulton, Miss., set aworld
record by squatting 938 pounds at the International
Powerlifting Federation Raw Classic in June 2015.
He also took home first place for the second straight
year in the superheavyweight class with a total lift
of 2,205 pounds, including 517 pounds in the bench
press and 750 in the dead lift.
Shailen Bhatt ('01) and Neelam Bhatt of
Denver, Colo., announce the birth of their daughter,
Nandini Shailen. (Photo 15)
Mandy (Williams) Dyer ('03) and Marcus
Dyer of North Liberty, Iowa, announce the birth of
their daughter, Marla Kay, on May 23, 2015. She was
7pounds, 6 ounces and 20 inches long. (Photo 16)
Chris Leptinsky ('12) and Jennifer
' Leptinsky ('09) of Bowling Green, Ky.,
announce the birth of their son, Charles Howard, on
Sept. 15, 2015. (Photo 17)
Kathy (Smallwood) Morris ('08) and
Mike Morris of Indianapolis, Ind., announce the birth
of their son, Franklin Minor, on July 8, 2015. Hewas 5
pounds, 15 ounces and was 19 inches long. (Photo 18)
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Wes Orange (' 11 ) and Alice (Weber)
Orange (' 12) of Louisville, Ky., announce the
birth of their first child, Olivia Sue. She was born
on Oct. 13, 2015. (Photo 19)
Lynn Reins ('11, ' 14) and Travis Reins of
Bowling Green, Ky., announce the birth of the
daughter, Scarlett Tyla Abigail, on April 15, 2015.
She was 8 pounds, 15 ounces and 21 inches long.
Greg Ryan ('08) and Mallory Neltner
Ryan ('08, ' 12) of Burlington, Ky., announce
the birth of their son, William Carter. (Photo 20)
Andrew Salsman ('07) and Kara
Salsman ('07) of Lexington, Ky., announce
the birth of their first child, Gwendolyn June, who
arrived in July 2015. (Photo 21)
James Patrick Scott ('11 ) and Kelly
Ann Scott ('09, ' 14) of Smiths Grove, Ky.,
announce the birth of their second child, Archer
English, on May 18, 2015. He weighed 6 pounds,
12 ounces and was 19 1/2 inches long. (Photo 22)

Assured Neace Lukens.

On Sept. 26, 2015, during Parents and
Family Weekend, the Rhea Family from Louisville,
Ky., was named the WKU 2015 Family of theYear.
Peyton Rhea, a sophomore Sports Management
major and a member of Phi Gamma Delta,
nominated his family by writing an essay, and
they were recognized after the first quarter of
the Miami of Ohio football game. In his essay,
Peyton wrote about how his parents' love of WKU
has always been part of his and his brother's lives
and how being members of the WKU Alumni
Association's Growing Up Red program helped
them start their own WKU affinity.
"I believe my family stands out not only
for things we have accomplished while on
campus but also by the things we've done and
connections we've maintained since graduation,"
Peyton wrote. "Both of my parents received their
bachelor's degrees in 1987 and my mother earned
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a master's degree in 1989. She played basketball
from 1984-1987, and was a member of the 1985
and 1986 Final Four teams. My father was active
in the School of Broadcasting, working for the
campus radio and television stations and the WKU
Theatre Department in multiple productions.
My brother Charlie was a WKU Spirit Master,
a member of Phi Gamma Delta and worked in
Admissions."
Peyton ended hisessay by saying, "The one
word that I think would best describe our family
would be 'grateful' for what the University has
done for us and what we have been able to do for
the University:'
The Rhea Family includes Peyton Rhea
(Current Student), Charlie Rhea
('1 S), Laura Ogles Rhea ('87, '89)
and Tim Rhea ('87), shown here with
President Gary A. Ransdell.
__,

_________

Julie (Bandas) Ford ('11) and Eric Ford of
Louisville, Ky., were married in Dallas, Texas, on May 15,
2015. The couple resides in Little Elm, Texas. (Photo 12)
McKenzi Loid ('12) of Louisville, Ky., has been
promoted to Account Manager at Guthrie/Mayes
Public Relations. She joined the firm in January 2013
as an Assistant Account Manager. Loid is an active
member of the Public Relations Society of America
and the Young Professionals Association of Louisville,
and she is a graduate of Leadership Louisville's Focus
Louisville program.
Joshua Wiseman ('12) of Lexington, Ky.,
spent time during the summer of 2015 studying the
stunning ecosystems and the diversity of life at the
Bahia de los Angeles UNESCO World Heritage site and in
the crystal blue waters of the Sea of Cortez. He took the
graduate course in pursuit of his maste(s degree from
Miami University's Global Field Program. (Photo 13)

Chandfe'l n1emotia! Chapel & Cofuniba'lium
Spend Eternity on the Beautiful WKU Hilltop Campus

In November 2015, two WKU Alumni
Association Board Members who started their
own marketing companieswere honored at the
Annual Bowling Green Professional Marketing
Association Markie Awards.
Crowdsouth, founded by Jason
Heflin ('97), won a Silver Award for Logo
and aGold Awdrd for Email Marketing. Bruckner
Strategies, LL(, owned by Kathleen
Overton ('95), won a Gold Award for
Sales Promotional Material/Best Pitch.

A key p<1rt of the Chandler \ilemorial
Chapel is the WKU Columbarium. I he
Columbarium allows WKL, alumni <1nd
friends to secu re a permanent place on
sacred WKU ground. An owner's ashc,
"ill be plared in an urn and permanently
,ealed in each per~onall) identified nicht'.
Each owner's name and lim ited persona l
information will be foreve r etched in s tone lo
mark the niche. F<1ch niche 1s !:>3,(JOO and m,1)'
hold two urns.
Thc82 niches in the previou~ construction
have been sold. Construction has begun o n an
addi tional 58 niches. Those niches will be
available for purchase this <;pring.
For more i11fom111tio11 011 TIie Co/11111lwri11111 nt Clrn11dler Memorinl Chnprl, contnct
Ci1111y Hensley, WKU Al1111111i Associ11tio11, nt g i1111y.he11sl<'yf!c0wk11.ed11 or cn /1 888.958.2586.
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Ufe6ratina
__ tudents

IN MEMORIAM
We pay tribute to all members of the WKU family who /rave passed away.

..._

Mr. Austin Abell Jr., '70

Mr. James C. Blair

Mr. Charles Bruce Childers Sr., '51

Mr. Michael D. Denney

Mr. Vernon Adair

Mr. Andrew Jerald Blaner

Mr. Ronald Edwin Chumbley, '64

Mr. DennisR. Denton, '60 BU

Mr. LucianAdams

Dr. Aryeh Blumberg, Faculty

Mrs. Sandra Kaye Cilyok, '88, '89

Mr. William Gene Devine

Ms. Marion Lee Adams, '51

Mr. Alex Bognar

Mr. Kenneth D. Clark, '01, '09

Mr. Nick C. Diachenko, '50

Mrs. Glena 8. Alexander, Staff

Ms. NicoleAlyce Borum

Ms. Barbara E. Clay, '57

Mr. James Vickers "J. V:' Ditmore, '56

Mr. Clifford A. Allen, '70

Mr. ChrisBosley

Mrs. Marilyn M. Cleland

Mrs. Rebecca A. Dixon

Dr. Connie Irish Allen

Ms. Diane (Karle) Boyce, '67

Maj. (Ret.) Charles M. Cole, '56

Mr. William W. "Bill"Dockins, '71

Ms. Dorothy L. Allen

Ms. Mary (Underwood) Boyken, '65

Mr. Gary Lee Cole

Mr. DennisL. Doerr, '64

Mr. Eugene Coleman Allen, '51

Mr. William G. Cole Jr.

Mrs. KatherineAnn (Milliner) Drook, '99

Mrs. Helen L. Almond, Staff

Mrs. Marcella (Clark) Brashear,
'50, '51, '55 BU, Staff

Mrs. Anna Smith Collins, '38

Mr. Robert W. Dunaway, '62, '73, '76

Mr. Forest 8. Amburgey, '38 BU

Mr. Dennis"Eddie"Bridgeman

Mrs. Bobbie Joyce Coomer, '76, '81

Mr. Austin Lee Dunn

Ms. Helen I. Amos

Mrs. Brenda S. Bristow, '67

Mrs. Lori (Qualls) Corley, '92

Mrs. Deborah Hust Dunville, '78

Ms. Freda (Fannin) Anderson, '47 BU

Mr. Randall "Randy"T. Brosche, '08

Mrs. Mary Crawford Cornett

Mrs. Linda (Davisson) Early, 73

Ms. Margaret (Christian) Anderson, '45

Mr. Hazel Earl Brown

Mr. Wendell F. Couts, '56

Mr. Samuel J. Early

Mr. Michael Harold Armuth, '76

Mr. Michael W. Brown Jr., '92

Mr. Horace B. Crow

Mrs. Nancy Hunt Ellis, '75

Mr. David Anthony Atwell, '71

Ms. Diana Lynn Burke, '82

Lt. Col. (Ret.) William J. Dadek, 78

Mr. Roger H. Eppinger, '70

Mr. J. Glenn Babb

Ms. Claudia Elizabeth Burnam

Ms. Susan Adcock Daniels, '90

Col. (Ret.) Russell W. Ernst

Mr. Brasher C. Bacon Jr., '44

Mr. Donald R. Butler, '64, '65

Mr. Kenneth Edwin Darmody, '09

Mr. Hal Evans

LTC (Ret) Bennett D. Baird, '57

Mrs. Nancy (Armstrong)
Button, '61, 71, Faculty

Mr. Billy Glenn Daugherty, '64, '75, '79

Mr. Robert Lawrence Fears Sr.

Dr. Francis Leo Daugherty, '61

Mrs. Laura (Hendrick) Fisher, '45

Mr. Benjamin G. Davidson IV, '75

Mrs. Margaret Deutschman Fisher

Mr. Eithal Davis, '52

Mrs. Miriam (Cox) Fitzpatrick, '59 BU

Mr. James S. Davis

Ms. Barbara Hunt Flener, '84, '87

Mr. Ollie C. Davis

Mr. Boyce Dale Flener II, '85, '91

Mr. Donald Dearing, '53

Mr. Hugh Jackson Floyd, '48 BU

Mr. Ron W. Delk, '70

Mr. Gary Veston Foley, '74

Mrs. Nancy (Robinson) Demonbreun, '71

Mr. John Maxwell Forbis, '76

Mrs. Joan MillsDening, '71

Mr. James W. Ford •

Mr. Layne Franklin Baker, '95
Ms. Mary D. Banahan
Ms. Barbara L. Banton, '92
Mr. Steve W. Barnett, '73
Dr. Robert M. Barr
Mrs. Mildred Hurst Barrios
Mr. Arlin J. Barton
Mr. Charles S. Bell, '47 BU
Mrs. Nina H. Bennett, Faculty

Mr. Daniel F. Byrne Jr.
Mrs. Tommye (Williamson) Cagle, '62
Dr. Bruce Harrison Carter, '52
Dr. Charles D. Carter, '48
Mr. J. Carl Causey
Mr. James W. Chambers
Dr. Joe Cheek
Mr. Raymond James (heron, '69
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Mr.Wayne"Ex-lawman· Fowler

Mr. Sean Heltsley

Mrs. Carrie (South) Kelly, '50

Mrs. Janis Boyd Melton, '75

Ms. Eva Ann (Brooks) Froedge, '67

Mrs. Theresa B. Herrera

Mr. Marshall Ryan Kemp, '09

Ms. Vivian Ruth Millam, '90

Mrs. Doris Kearns Frost

Mr. Lanny Ray Hester

Mrs. Sally Kenner, '62

Mr. Harry Miller, '67

Mrs. Melody Scales Fulkerson

Mr. Thomas D. Hewlett Jr.

Mrs. Kathy Inell Kerr

Mr. Patrick W. Miller

Rev. Gerald Kendall Gaddis

Mr. Billy Oneal Hightower, '62, '63

Mrs. AnitaJones Kidd

Mr. Paul layman Mills

Mrs. Marie (Woodward) Garrett

Mrs. Delores (King) Hilliard

Ms. Thera F. King, '65, '71

Mrs. Judy Harrel Minkus

Mrs. Jeanne Gish Gatton

Mr. James C. Hoagland, '64

Mr. John Kent Kirby, 78

Mr. RayW. Moore,'49

Mr. Billy E. Gibson

Mr. Kenneth T. Hobbs, '68

Mr. John Edward Kleinman, '78

Mr. Warren T. Moore, '79

Mr. Sidney Ben Gilliam Jr.

Mrs. Mary Edith (Magan)
Holdsworth, '45

Mrs. Ruth Guthrie Klingenfus, '44

Mr. John D."JD" Morris, '66

Mr. David C. Glass

Mr. Larry W. Gooch

Mr. Norman lee Hollan

Mr. Edwin A. Goodman, '54, '56, Staff

Mrs. Amanda (Brown)
Hollingsworth, '78, '86, '97

Mr. John Michael Gore, '02

Mrs. Martha F. Knight, '58

Mr. Harmon "H. R." Naberhuis, '55

Dr. William Kornfeld

Mrs. Ann H. Nance, '89, '92

Mr. Jonathan "Jon" Kristiansen, '00

Mr. Charles 0. Neel Jr., '37

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Krueger

Mr. Clayton "Clay" J. Nelson

Mr. William S. LapadulaJr., '59

Mrs. Rita (Pottinger) Niman, '39

Mr. Richard E. larimore Jr.,'53

Mrs. Edith Divine Noffsinger

Mr. Jeff Laster

Mrs. Goldie Wilson Shaver, '49

Mr. JamesM. Postlewaite

Mrs. Alma Stevens Shelley, '46

Mrs. Lois Harmon Poteet, '54

Mr. Kenneth B. Shevlin, '70

Mrs. Eve Johnson Powell, '76, '86

Ms. Delores (Harrod) Shoemaker, '55

Mr. Walter B. Powell, '88

Mrs. Florence Rebecca Simmons
Mrs. Bernice Marx Simpson

Mr. Grady Leon Pran, '89

Ms. Sue S. Sims

Mrs. Vicki (Kinkade) Hammers, '67
Mrs. Barbara June Hardcastle

Mrs. Angela (Hudson) Sledge, '83
Lt. Col. (Rel.) Chesteen Lee Smith, '54

Dr. J. Regis O'Connor, Faculty

Mrs. Mary Susan (Smith)
Reinhardt, '76, '79

Mr. Phillip M. latham, '63, '64

Mrs. Patti Mann Ogles

Ms. Janet Reitter

Mrs. Sharon (Keen) Smith, '96, '97

Mrs. Dorothy Shuford Laughter

Mr. Robert E. "Ozzie"Osborne

Mr. Theodore"Ted"Revack, '57

Mrs. Humoresque Smothers

Mrs. Marjorie T. Smith

Mr. Robert A. Lawton

Mr. Kevin O'Shea

Ms. Joan Kirkland Reynolds, '74

Mr. William Snyder

Mr. Robert A. Lessenberry

Mr. Andrew"Andy"Overby

Mrs. Runnel! (Kirkpatrick) Riddle, '62

Mrs. Geneva Burris Spear

Mr. Brian A. Thompson, '68, '69, '75

Mr. Justin E. Whitehead

Mr. lewis Edward Thompson, '98

Mr. Conrad D. Whitmer
Mr. Richard W. Williams, 77

Mr. Bob Stallins

Mrs. Brittie Ann (Cunniff)
Tidwell, '83, '91

Mr. Farno Clark "Bud" Manning

Mr. William Barker Paine

Mrs. Elizabeth (Renfrow) Rose

Mrs. Gerri (Whittaker) Timmons, '06

Mrs. Georgia Sue (Bryant) Marshall, '53

Mr. Theodore R. Pallada, '69

Mr. Craig Noble Rowley, '68

Mrs. Marilyn Jean "Lynn"
(Stephens) Jones

Ms. Taylor Brooke Martin

Mr. Charlie R. Parris

Mr. Kenneth Owen Rush Sr.,'87

Mr. John B. Matheney, '65

Mr. Billy Eugene Parson

Dr. William B. Russell, '48

Mrs. Alma lee Mahn,'66

Ms. Pat Hamilton Patterson

Mr. Ellis Wade Rust, '51

Mr. Donald R. McCormick

Mr. Lawrence M. Pearl, 73, Staff

Mr. Irvin B. Sample Sr.

Mr. Douglas Warren McCoy, Staff

Mr. Howard G. Pears, Staff

Ms. Margaret Sartin

Mrs. Anne (Hardwick) McGhee, '85

Mrs. Linda Ladd Perkins

Mr. James A. Sauer

Mr. Joseph D. McMillan Jr.

Mr. James Russell Perry

Mrs. Bettye l. Sawyer

Mr. William T.Tabb, '49, '59, '69

Mr. Patrick McNeil, '49

Mrs. Delorice Stovall Petty

Mr. Jerry Lee Scholl

Dr. William Ray Taylor

Ms. Rachel Madonna Medley

Mr. Stephen Phillippi

Mr. Steven A. Schulman, '73

Mrs. Louise (Compton) Terry, '54, '70

Mr. Donald J. Mellon, Faculty

Mr. John L. Pickerell, '71

Mrs. Sandra (Stuart) Sells, '64

Rev. Samuel C. Willis
Ms. Tonya F. Willoughby, '10
Ms. Martha Lynne Truitt, '69
Mrs. Janet Louise Wilson

Mr. Donald frank Stewart, '63, '64
Mr. JeffreyW. Turner

Ms. Beulah R. Winchel, '39

Mr. James Raymond Stewart, '76
Mr. Robert M. Turner, '53 BU
Mr. E. Garrett Stone

Ms. Virginia P. Wollin

Mr. Burtus Perrell Usry, '48 BU
Mrs. Frances Patterson Wood, '63

Rev. Robert J. Stout
Dr. Loren R. Waa

Mr. Randy Wood

Mr. Thomas S. Studer
Mrs. Mollie Ingram Wagoner, '64, '68

Mr. Ulis Wood, '74

Dr. Martha (Welch) Sucheston, '60
Ms. Janet Louise Waller, '06

Mr. John H. Keenon Jr.
Mrs. Nada L. Heltsley, Staff

Mr. Gene A. Whicker, Staff

Mr. H. David Rosdeutscher

Mr. Bennie J. Keen, '67
Mr. Alfred Harold Helmontallor, '60

Mr. Clayton Rockwell West, 70

Mr. George R. Thomas

Ms. Annette Dix Owens, '79

Mr. Tony Katsaboulas, '62 BU
Ms. Kimberly Gibson Haynes, Staff

Dr. Jack W. Thacker, Faculty

Ms. Mary Darlene (Bevill) Lusk, '73, '80

Mr. James T. Kane
Mrs. Mabel B. Hayden, '51

the procession at several WKU graduation ceremonies.

Mr. Leslie G. Spillman, '50

Or. Ernest Addison Jones,' 42
Mrs. Dorothy"Joc" McPherson Hartley

Professor at West Point in 1982. As a senior member of the
focull), Jack was the \llacebcarcr (2004-2009, 2014) who led

Mrs. Elizabeth "Judy" Rodgers

Mr. Richard 0. Jolly, '08
Dr. Milburn •Gene• Harryman

University Award for Teaching in 1971 and was a Visiting

Mr.Ted Taylor Owen, '58 BU

Ms. Rachael Deanna Johnson, '15
Mr. Bobby L. Harrison

many teachers throughout

Mrs. Lucy (Kummer) Lilly, '42

Mr. Keeper James Johnson Sr., '67
Mrs. Irene Harmon

in

Dr. John W. Reasoner, Faculty

Or. George P. Johnson, '78, '80
Mr. Abell Burdette Harmon, '44

soldiers

Ph.D. from Univeri.ity of South Carolina. He received the

Mr. Clarence Lester Johnson Jr., '94

I

trained

Mrs. Maxine (Mitchell) Sklepovich, '63

Mr. Ken Jenkins

I

numerou~

Military

he

Mr. Kenneth Alan Raybourne, '67

Dr. Tammy Lynn Jeffries, Faculty
Mrs. Edna Robertson Halliburton

was
and

our region and countless other History majors. Dr. Thacker

Mrs. Laurie Ruth Jeffries, '62
Ms. Kay (McKeel) Hall

specialty
I l istory

years

fhacker's

received his B.A. from Georgia State University and his

Mrs. Mae Riddle Jarvis
Mrs. Dorothy Nell Bingham Hall, 73

51

Mr. Albert Ray Skees, '02

Mr. Sylvester Ingram
Mr. Ronald C. Halcomb

for

Ms. Dorothy Q. Quigg, '41,'54

Sister Fara L. lmpastato
Mr. Kenneth S. Haddix, Faculty

WKU

(1964-2015). Dr.

Ms. Iva LaDonna Skaggs

Mr. James Earl Hyatt II, '86
Mr. NewmanW. Grise

Nov. 18, 2015. H e taught
in the l listory Department

WKU's ROTC Department,

Mr. Stanley R. Hughes II
Mr. John Ewing Gragg, '69, '78

member Dr.). (Jack) Warner
Thacker passed away on

at

Hon. (Ret.) William R. Powell, '50

faculty

Mrs. Nancy (Parker) Quarcelino, '79

Mr. Allen B. Howard
Ms. Rhonda Lee Hayes Gouvas, '92

Ms. Joyce Marsh Poland, '57

Long time

Mr. Gerald l ee Sinclair, 73

Mr. Tom Hood
Mr. Hugh Warren Gott, '66

Ms. Rebecca Denise Piper, '98

Mrs. Peggy Ann (Gorrell)
Shackelford, 72

Mr. Walter P. Pudlo, '47, '50

Mrs. Jennifer Bisig Hood, '90
Mrs. Faustina (Hankins) Gosa, '62, '75

Mr. Richard Weldon Pierce

Mr. David Edward Walter

Mrs. Courtney (Phipps)
Harrison Yanda, '00

Mr. Charles A. Warden

Mr. Harvey E. Zimmerman

Dr. JamesYancey Lee Watkins, '56

Mr. Gregory Joseph Zurlage, '69

Dr. Ralph A. Tesseneer Jr.
Mr. Norman Rue Watson, '67
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Tanya Escobar
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship Recipient
Tanya Escobar, a Bowling Green, Ky., junior and Benjamin
A . G ilman fnternational Scholarsh ip reci pient, is excited
abo ul her upcoming stud y abroad trip to Granada, Spain. The
five-week program through Sol Education Abroad provides
language instruction through da ily language classes, cultural
immersion activities, and the opportunity to live with a Host
Family, all of which arc important components for the future
high school Spa nish-language teacher.
The Gilman Scholarsh ip is sponsored by the U.S.
Departme nt of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs and ai ms to d iversify the kinds of students who study
ab road and the regio ns and countries w here they go. Escobar
received support and advice from \IVKU's Office of Scholar
Development (OSD) throughout the application process.
Since she was little girl, Escobar, a junior Spanish major
with a concentration in Teacher Education, has a lways wa nted
to leach. "Help ing people brings happiness to my life, and
because of that, my dream job is being a counselor at a high

school," she said. " However, I have to teach first."
H er ca pacity to reach that goal is already growing. Jn
addition to the G ilman, Escobar has a lso received the Minority
Educator Recruitment and Retentio n Scholarship, a program
th a t requires recipients to teach a semester in a school located
in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
"l consider Warren County a fu ture system of employment
not only because I reside in this beaLttiful city, but also because
of the cul tu ral d iversity found thro ughout the high schools,"
she explained. "As a minority teache1~ J would understand
their problems and struggles. Developing e mpathy towa rd
these students is som eth ing J look fo rward to through my
study abroad program and teaching posts in Kentucky."
Escobar wants her teaching experiences to extend beyond
the Uni ted States. A fu ture option includes applyin g fo r the
Princeton in Latin America, a fel lowship program that provides
a o ne-year opportunity to work w ith a non-profit organization
in Latin America.

888-WKU-ALUM (958-2586)

~~!! As~iation
292 Alumni Ave.

www.alumni.wku.edu
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ber of the WKU Alumni Association

o Annual Member

$35 D Joint Annual Member $50
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D Check
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Cr edit Card / Debit Card
□ VISA

□

□
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MasterCard
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For a limited time, you can join the WKU Alumni Association and receive a first-time, 18-month membership for the price
of an annual one-year membership. That's right--18 months for the price of 12! With your gift of only $35, you will receive
the extra six months of membership along with full member benefits.

Spring into action, and join today! Special annual alumni membership offer ends May 31, 2016. *

_..

• Otter ,s not retroactive and ,s avaflable exclusively for f1rsH,me annual members. Jomt annual membersh,ps are available for S50.

